WHAT CONVERTIBLE CAR~

Volkswagen
Golf G11

For many people, a soft-top Volkswagen Golf is
the only car to have — no question. But even with recent
updates, it's falling behind the times

hink cabrio and inevi-
tably a Golf GTi enters
the equation some-
where along the line.
The Golf, with its old
Mk1 bodyshell, is by no
means the most competent convert-
ible, nor the cheapest for that matter,
but it remains a popular choice among
wind-in-the-hair seekers.

In purely logical terms, it's difficult to

see how the Golf still manages to woo
lhebuyingptbﬂcsooonvineingty.m
Volkswagen's basic chassis is almost
15yearsold, theinterior stylingis dated
and the , while still in
contention with the class leaders, is far
from outstanding.
The Golf's appeal has to come from
l!sum.oespiwitsage.itsﬁlllooks
right from any angle which is a big, big
selling point in such a fashion-
conscious market. And don't be mis-
taken about who buys these cars,
either. First and foremost, the Golf GTi
Convertible is a fashion accessory
driven by city slickers. A sports car for
the enthusiast it is not.

What exactly does it offer then? Until
recently, the GTi Convertible range
was easy to follow as there was only
one version. But last month the GTi

introduces the cheaper, less powerful
Clipper limited-edition models, avail-
able in both manual and automatic
form. For £13,281 (£13,976 for the
automatic) you get a 90bhp carburet-
tor-fed version.

As adriver's car, the GTi Sportline is
a far from convincing alternative to
either its hard-top cousins or the sport-
ing soft-tops offered by Vauxhall and
Peugeot. Though it performs quite
keenly in a straight line, sprinting to
60mph in 9.1sec with a roof-up top
speed of 116mph (considerably less
with it down thanks to the poor aerody-
namics), it is not a car that sets any
standards for dynamic prowess. Quite

Hood up, Golf looks fine and
is reasonably quiet at speed

the opposite, in fact. The bodyshell
wobbles and shakes over poor road
surfaces and the unassisted steeringis
s0 heavy at slow speeds that we're
amazed the city users put up with it.
Power steeringisn't available on any of
the convertible Golfs.

It's not one of the most agile cars

Sports-style seats offer firm support, leather is costiy opties

Once the GTi’'s roof is folded it

restricts driver’s rear vision space that beats

One big

advantage is re&
GTrsrivas




WHAT CONVERT

900d looks and high image have kept it a strong seller
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Company Karmann

OF}
ECONOMY o000

HANDLING & RIDE o8-~
BEHINDTHEWHEEL @@ 0
ACCOMMODATION & 8
QUALITY & EQUIPMENT @ OO0
SERVICE & COSTS L3 0O
VERDICT (11 Isis

GOLF GTi SPORTLINE
PRICE £16,143

PERFORMANCE
Max spesd (mph) 118

"
Width (in) :
Height () -
Wheebase () ~
Booticu )

SPECIFICATION




