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“It only takes 30 seconds
to love this car.”’




BesT BUuy: CONVERTIBLES

Volkswagen
Cabriolet

A stiff price for a Rabbit, but a breeze on the road.

® Conventibles are throwhack cars, Aud-
vanees in o oaudomotive  mose rediscion
and climite-control svatems hive made
migdlern cars guoet, solated cocoons, Bul
perel the nop ol aocar and vou're fcding in
Bsnoey: the environment assails vou—as

it died i the innocent days of PENCARTTTE,
Iy, converubles are  rare; oy

about one o of every 75 cars sold m the

LiS s amgtop. [Us not surprismng, there-

BY PHIL BERG

lore, thar the choce ol convertibiles s
limited anul than droprops are more ox-
pensive. than thewr hard-rool counter-
parts. In 1965 a convernble 1op on a
Mustang wasa 200 option. Taday, con-
vertibles usually cosy several thousand
dollars more than equivalemt hardiop
models, The reason: most are bl n
siall volumes from beheaded sedans,
Finedimg 3 four-seat convernble for less

than 320001 = no easy task, Linol ohae
new Chevy Berett, Cldsmaolnle Crrkass
Supreme, and Geo Metro LS conver-
ibles are remdy, your choice for a four-
semit comvertible g5 tumived 1o six cars) the
Chevroler Camarn RS, ihe  Chirysler
LeBaron, the Ford Mustang, the Ponoag
Sunbird, the Volkswapen Cabrodet, aind
the Yupo Cabo

The Best Buy s the VW Cabrodet,




VOLKSWAGEN

CABRIOL

ET

which s priced L6650 ine lipcling ar
conditicming and & cassetie steres. Three
imcdlels are available: the base Cabrnolor,
the Bestseller, and the Boutigue, the laso
twin edlitions carmying price premioms, of
2005 and 1255, respectively

The Cibroler feels sold and ozhe,
anied 1 runs like a0 1953 Rabba GTT—no
surprising.  because that's  the  sedan
upon whnch s based. In 19835, the G711
was o killer machine, Mow, however, the
Cabnolet’s: L Gesecond  (-io-00-mph
sprint s medhoore, Honda Civies, Acuri
Tontepras, amd Mazda 3285 can run in ot
ol e, But, of course, the fapaness cars
dlon’t et vou stull two beach bunnies in
the Back seat and soak LI TRV,

Imagine rolling down an endless strap
ab smooth asphalt nexo o the ocean, with
no particular place 1o go, a sweet wind
mssdging vour body, happy music com-
g from the Chabnoled’s lour speakers,
and L owelll siap oot of i That will hap-
e e @ vear, unless von v i Bodde-
g Bav, Maose hkely s vou’ll de witly
the Cabnolet i di ap the wop every othes
dioy Tor the fve wamm months of the
vear—popping it back up each time vou
have: 1o park away from vour protective

view, Ths as nesl an casy chore i the VW,
B in the winter vou'll apprecate the
Cabric's nghilining top, complete witli
sucdelike headliner, The Cabriale
traddes some ease of LTI IO OrTng
for fine all-weather drivabilioy,

[T Cabrioler i= hip tanspon in the
sunbelt—especially in Los  Angeles—
thanks 1o s mini-luxury-car upholsiery,
refined perdormance, and indispuable
sivle, In Bacy, in warm chmes: the perky
VW zeems 1o be mmymder—particulicly
iy all-whinge Boutgue form, We spoted o
recent Los Angeles Times classified ad
thal read: UMaroon VW Cabnolel, Ev.
crvone has a white one—he diflerent.”

When it comes 1o practicaline, build
guality, driving manners, and chicness,
thiee VW Cabrmolet 15 an unbeatable value.
Even though convertibles by nature al-
st resguine Uit vou throw sensible, fis-
cilly responsible thinking out the open
rool, the Cabnolet remains a versatle,
elhcren package thial makes good sense

HONORABLE MENTIONS

Chrysler LeBaron Convertible
(S16. 767 The appealing shape of the
LeBaron is compromised by squeaks and
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shakes on the raad. A 3 0-her V-G with
[vespecd i available, bug it bumps the
LeBaron’s prce well over 515, (MK)
Pontiae Sunbird LE Convertible
(515,089) Less expensive than the Vi
andl sporting an eleonc wp; the Sunbird
LE issomewhn lacking in overall refine-
mént and performance, An aptional -
b engine, which edges the price as high
as the VW's, improves accelemtion but
i dhrmvibalicy,

Volkswagen Cabriolet

Wiehér s I:;;pt?l-'qur-rmnu Irainil-wedrive, 4 PaLLenge
T-Anar ¢ Grrvr e

Price &t lesied: §16,630

Options on test car: Base Valkswagen Cabrialet

%1 5485, air conditioning, BE2S] freight, $35290
Sandard sScERiodwa; rean dilroaber

Engine typec S308E &-in-line, iron ock and - aluminom
T, Bl HA-Jetrosve. podt fused ifjiciaon

Diipldc errant 108 cu in, 1781z
Powar (SAE nef) &b bhp & 5500 npm
T AT S 5. g osperd]
Wit aia 24.5 in
Length 1530 in
Curl waigin 23731
Tora ks G4 mph 116 s
SEmrcding Y s-mike 18 35ec 53 4 mph
o Apised SR amph
Rraking, TO-0 gk 1890
Road®odiing, 0011 s ki ] e Ty
EP& fupl sconomy, ity Snwng 2% mpg



