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E"scort has_ now arrived as a
161_ convertible, We compare
Otand GTi versions
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4110 the 142bhp (at

5800rpm) of the 1780cc injected GTi.

The GTi convertible has MacPher-
son suspension struts at the front,
rack and pinion steering and venti-
lated disc/drum brake set-up, mirror-
ing its Escort rival. Its transverse
engine-front-wheel-drive concept is
another similarity. But the Golf's rear
suspension arrangement of trailing
arms linked to a coil-sprung torsion
crank axle is different and the factory-
fitted 175/70 HR 13 tyres are not as
wide as the Escort's.

Thanks to prominent front and rear
overriders, the Escort stands nearly
10in longer than the Golf which, at
63in wide, is 2in narrower than the
Ford. These differences and the
Escort’s greater weight aside, the two
cars are dimensionally pretty similar.

PERFORMANCE
VOLKSWAGEN - 9009
FORD i e6e
Advantage Golf — but on this showing
the Escort is far from disgraced since
its 112mph maximum is superior to
that of the VW and from 80mph
upwards it is clearly the gquicker of the
two cars.

Off-the-line times reveal that up to
70mph the Golf just has the edge, yet
in a straight confrantation, the 1.6i
would then be poised to move out in
front, ready to reach three figures
ahead of the VW. The Escort's extra
zest in these upper elecons is
perhaps just a little academic in

Britain but its through-the-gears pace § "

is sufficient to embarrass many so-
called sports cars.

Any car that can sprint to 60mph
from standstill in under or around 9

sec is fast and the 1.6i certainly &

comes under that heading. But the

slopwatch shows the Golf to be § '

quicker still and, thanks to its torquier
engine, it's also more flexible. Third
gear favours the 1.6i but in fourth and

=1

fifth the Golf is the fleeter of the two.
Fourth and fifth on both Escort and
Golf are evenly matched, superior
aerodynamics finally allowing the 1.6i
to outpace the VW past 100mph.

The 1.6i engine, while sharing
Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection with
the Golf, lacks the VW's superb
smoothness and impeccable refine-
ment. Even so, the Escort’s CVH four
packs plenty of punch, revving freely
to the red line and pulling without
temperament from 1500rpm in top.

But above 4000rpm the engine
becomes harsh and progressively
more raucous as the revs rise. Worse
still, it sounds strained, especially
when extended.

By contrast, the masterful VW 1.8
litre is now something of a legend.
Crisp, eager and smooth — the Golf
engine is all these things and more.
Whether charging hard, cruising

gently, or lugging from low down in
fifth, the engine is never ruffled. Its
steady flow of discreet, usable power
is ajoy to exploit—and itis quiet too.
Despite a slightly awkward change
into fifth, the Golf gearchange is
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out. Both Ford and VW have neat hoods. prominent roll bar ad the ability to carry fo adults in the open air

efficient and reasonably quick. But an
occasional trace of notchiness was
detectable on that of our test car. The
Escort’s movements are longer and
generally lighter yet the lever some-
times ‘sticks’' in gear, causing ex-
asperating transmission snatch. All
five ratios are well chosen.

HANDLING AND RIDE
VOLKSWAGEN 0009
FORD o000

High marks for both cars here — no
real surprise considering the pair are
based on the hottest versions of their
saloon cousins.

On paper the Escort's more
evenly-balanced weight distribution
seems more aftractive than the
Golf's. The presence of fat Pirelli P8
tyres, also bodes well for the 1.6i's
ability to hang on through fast corners
yet for all that, it is the Golf that rates
as the more polished performer.
Whereas the Escort suffers from a
great deal of front-drive steering fight
while putting the power down, the
Golf's driving wheels hardly twitch or
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misbehave at all in the same situa-
tion. It's this kind of refinement which
ranks the GTi as one of the greats.

The Golf is a well-balanced car and
one that handles neutrally and pre-
dictably at all times. Ultimately under-
steer sets in but it is easy to check. The
ride, futhermore, is excellent, with
strong damping control and bump

ion. Pressed hard into a comer,
the body will roll, yet the car's in-built
stability is an effective counter 1o that.
In short, in the roadholding/handling
depariment, the VW is excepfional; its
high standard of ride comfort s
another strong suit.

Drop the hood, through. and the
body will shake slightly over less-
than-smooth surfaces. But the Escort
is far worse in this respect, road
bumps causing the body to flex and
the steering wheel 1o tremor quite
noticeably. This, together with the
front wheels' habit
tramping under duress, comes as
something of a disappointment.

With hood up the shakes afl but die
away, but there still remains the firm
ride which at times lets one feel
almost every undulation in the road.
That said, the |atest suspension set-
tings are still tar more fergiving than
those of earlier front-drive Escorts.

The 1.6/'s ultra low profile P6 tyres
provide sufficient grip to allow the car
May 1584

of tugging and.

and one has to be going excessi\fely
rapidly to have the tail flick out of line.
The steering is sharp, too, and its
quick, responsive movements will de-
light the enthusiast driver. Like the
Golf, the Escort has fast reflexes.

The Golf also has direct steering
but at parking speeds or around tight
bends it's pretty hard work on the
forearms: on the move it lightens up.

ACCOMMODATION

FORD 2909
VOLKSWAGEN e
Unlike many rival sports cars, both
Ford and VW can seat four adults in
comfort and carry a useful amount of
luggage. Of the two, the Escort is the
roomier, offering acceptable leg,
shoulder and headroom in both back

and front. The Golf is certainly not |

bad in this respect but the cabin is
slightly smaller and rear seal legroom
cannot quite match that of the Ford.
The Colf's seats are comfortable
and fully adjustable but from the
driver's point of view the seat base is
alittle too close to the steering wheel.
Because the bases are quite thick the
Golf's Passengers sit high up and
have a good view of the road ahead.

} All-round visibility with the hood up is
| better than the Escort but still leaves

blindspots to the rear.

Two large doors allow easy entry
and exit to the rear seals. Here the
G_oif slightly betters the longer and
wider ‘Escort whose rear shoulder
room is cramped quite badly by two
protruding pods which house two of

FORDESCORT 1.6i CABRIO VW GOLF GTiCABRIO

# o be cornered very quickly indeed,

| 8.5cu. ft, seems much bigger.

the (optional) radio speaker grilles, |

Those travelling up front fare much
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better thanks to close-fitting, Recaro-
style sports seats, with adjuslatple
lumbar support. The Escort’s driving
position is excellent,

But the main talking point is of
course the two cars' fabric hoods.
Karmann's brief — to design a sensi-
ble arrangement whereby each hood
folds down easily, yet doesn't en-
croach on valuable boot space — has
been cleverly carried out.

Both hoods operate in the same
way, as already explained, but neith-
er is totally perfect. The Ford suffers
from bad threequarter rear blind
spots due to the thick hood 'pillars’
while the VW's soft top doesn't really
fold down far enough. When topless,
the Golf looks very smart but the |
stowed hood gear in its matching |
cover does block off some rearwards
visibility and can make parking tricky.

Collapsible rear seat backrests are
a feature of both cars, and serve to
more than double the luggage car-
rying capacity in either case. VW's
quoted capacity (with the seats up-
right) of 9.9 cu. ft is a little hard to
believe since the Escort boot, at
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10, Lights
11. Washers, wipers
12. Hom

bt 13. Temperature
Rear fog ligh 14, Indicators/ i
& Economygauge dipffigsh |
15. Fan |

hood can make one puff
bit — it's best as a
yetthe canopies are
t and rattle-
i, it is only at 70mph
at wind noise becomes
and even then the prob-
never that acute. With both
down but windows up, there's
litie buffeting in either
for enjoyable and sur-
civilsed driving — a far cry
from the traditional image of
A Opendap, ‘wind in the hair’
Techineofot so long ago.
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category — but the Escurtrl_newtab y
has the last word; currently it's cheap-
erto buy, by £404.

Looking to the future, both Escort
and Golf soft tops are well on course
to assume ‘classic car' status once
their respective production runs have
ended, so depreciation in thg in-
tervening period should be kinder
than normal,

VERDICT

VOLKSWAGEN -
Choosing a winner here has not been
an easy task. The Escort Cabriolet,
so good to look at, so strong on raw
excitement, could easily have come
first were it not for its over-harsh
engine, snatchy gearchange and
tendency to body flex over poor road
surfaces,

On the bonus side, the 1.6i has
exceptional handling, superb steer-
ing and scintilating performance. Its
higher top speed is another attrac-
tion. And, coming down to earth, it is
significantly cheaper to buy and run
than the GTi; it has a bigger boot,
better hood and at the moment, a
stronger chance of drawing a crowd —
and doubtless that will interest some
potential buyers more than its ability
to turn in 33 mpg under light load
conditions. Certainly of the two it's the
more overtly sporting machine, and
terrific fun into the bargain. Butit's not
quite a GTi beater — yet,

Thg Golf thus wins this contest on
technical merit, because it's solidly
mgde, rivettingly fast and so superbly
reﬂngd in virtually everything it does
To drive, the car is a gem: inside and
out, its standard of finish is exemplary

—andthe 1.8en ine is al
tion itself. Byt fg s
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PRICE —
2Cabs 1 Convert.
Othar models £7446-67513 | £8150-£8880
Price span
"PERFORMANCE 3 —
Max Speed (mph) 107 104
Max in dth (mph) a1 g2
Max in 3rd (Mph) 52 54
Max in 2nd {mph) a1 39
Maxin 15t (mph) 1z 28
0-30 (sac) 52 48
0-40 (sec) 69 6.5
0-50 (sec) g3 B8
0-60 (s8C) 115 11.3
0-70(s8c) 143 14.7
0-80 (sec) 18.6 207
0-90 {sec) 17'4 175
0-400 metres tse‘C'.l 5 a4 85
Terminal speed (mp
30-50 in ard/athi5th (ssc) ST o
4.7/6.29.2 4.2/5.7/8.8
40-80 in 3rd/4th/Sth (sec) r 456488
50-70 in 3rd/dth/5th (sec) 4.37.118. 7 oy
50-80in 3rd/ath/5th (sec) DETRO T ki
SPECIFICATIONS e
y 3 41597
Cylinders/capacity (cc)
Bore « stroke (mm) BOX79.3 oy ;:f“‘
Valve gear ahc e
Induction '"i";“s" '"lfgf;m
Compression 8.5 '
Power/rpm (bhp) 105/6000 1% zrsasgg
Torque/rpm (Ibs/t) Ll s
Steering rack/pin rack/pin
Tums lock to lock :fiao 3?;‘;
Tuming circle {ft) d "
B‘:akan;; : S/IDIDr S/DiDr
Suspension front IIMcP MeP
rear ITAIC !f’T‘CNg
T 185/60 1757
e HA-14 HRA-13
Testmpg 25.2-33.7 27.5-30.6
Govt mpg City/56/75 28.8/4T.1/37.2 | 26.6/46.3/3386
Tank galls (grade) 10.5(4) 9.0(4)
Maijor service miles {hours) 12,000(1.7) 10,000(1.9}
Parts costs (fitting hours)
Frant wing £42.43(—) £51.43(1.9)
Frant bumpar £44.22(0.3) £50.82(0.4)
Headlamp unit £36.01(0.3) £24.53(0.3)
Rearlight lens £10.98(0.3) £26.11(0.2)
Front brake pads £26.04(0.6) £22.09(0.7)
Shock absorber £26.23{0.5) £38.30(1.2)
Windscreen £27.65(0.8) £48.00(0.7)
Exhaust system £84.84(0.6) £131.83(1.3)
Clutch unit £56.95(2.5) £72.79(2.9)
Alternator £67.83(0.5) £50.54(0.5)
Insurance group 6 6
\:’:rranty 12/UL 12UL
ti-Rust N/A B years
Paint warranty N/A Ayears
EQUIPMENT
Alloy wheels yes yes
Automatic choke yes yes
A_utomaﬁctransmlssnon Nia NA
Five-speed gearbiox yes yes
Electronic ignition yes yes
Cantral locking systems no no
Headlamp wash no yes
Electric windows, no no
Petrol cap lock yes yes
Power stesring N/A N/A
Sound system Siradio/cass no
On-board computer na yes
Fabric trim yes s
Head restrainis yes :es
Rear seat balls £97 yes
DIMENSIONS
I;rnm headroom {ins) 37 37
ront legroom (ins) i
Steering-whesl-seat (ins) 13:;? aas
Rear headroom {ins) 34 L. 53':; 55
Rear knearoam (
Longth(ng) Lo g
Wheelbase (ins) L 146.5
Heignt {ins) 553 845
Bootload height (ing) 24 58
Overall width (ing) P 21
Int. width {ins) 5 B3
Weight (cwi) 1‘-;21 52
Towing wight (cwt) " 18.5
Boot capacity (cu, ) 15?; 235
: 89
KEY. vai : PRt
s p‘.nm": !B"l.fjm TE' gvemeaa camshan. Stesring: rackbin, rack
Suspenaion; I, indepargars 7. USi S, Servo assistance.
struls. TA. transverse ndent; C, coil springs: McP. MacPhersp,
T Rse arms; TCA, torsion erank axl, "
_-__-h__-_-_-—-—‘_“ﬁ______"“'—--—-_‘..
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Hoods down, both are good
lookers. Escort engine, top, is
punchy and free-revving but far
too harsh when extended.
Stylish sculptured wheels are
tricky to keep clean. Golf
retains familiar dashboard
layout and 1.8 injected engine
is still a real gem in use



