TEST UPDATE

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF CABRIO CLIPPER

eneva 1979 was the launchpad
Gl’nr the original Golf Cabriolet

andd heralded the dawn of a sew
apen-lop e, oot of the more
teaditional two-seater type but the
o |'l1.|-:'[i|.'.'|'| [onEr-5Eater 1.'.|'|:.rl}'

Golf designdates back 1o 1974, ansd
itis the ME T hody shape which acts as
the basis for the latest of the Golf
convertibles, the Clipper, The engine
i the 178 Lee unit with two valves per
cylinder, but in carburetiored form.,
not the more famous GT1 fuel
injected guise. [t produces maximum
power of Wbhp at __lll!llpn. and
develops 107b 1 of torque ot
3300rpmi. The Clipper replaces the
T5bhp, 1.6-litre Goll Cabriolet wnd
affers the potential buyer a viable
alternative to the GT1 Cabniolet,
which i5 more than E2MM} more
expensive than the Clipper,

The conversion 15 carried oul by
Earmann and includes an exlensive
amount of extra strengrhening and
the fitment of the hood assembly; inis
the latter which is one of the most
praiseworthy attributes of the Gaolf
Clipper.

Although of the wradiional fubric
tvpe supported by folding wons, the
hoed is a long way [rom the normal
lightweight single-skin  sporis-car
haed, 11 15 mch more akin (o the sog
of hood found on expensive large
comwertibles. There are four extra
fayers under the normal waterproof
exterior; cloth gauge, a Amm thick
rubberized hair filling, another cloth
gauze, and finally & plastic headlining
a3 found on the hard-top,

The reazons for this substantial
type of hood are obvious: 1o provade
good heat insulation to keep the
interior warm in the winier — we
were ol able o check this out, for
obvious reasons — and cool in the
summer when the ropis leftup. Inalso
]:la'l.:-'.'idcﬁ i h'i;\_;,.‘l. dc;lr.:c ol sound
mstlaton o keep relinement levels
toran neccepiable level For BT,

The pram-type frame and its multi-
h].rr.r skin works well, almest elimi-
nating wind roar al speeds up 1o
Tomph. [tisonlyat speeds inexcessof
thiz that the scals begin to open
slightly 1o let in the wind. It also
|:|:'r;n.|_1_1::s good sealing against 1he
rain, with noevidence of leaking even
during maximum speed runs con-
ducted in the pouring rain

Vaolkswagen and Karmann have
stuck 10 their guns and avoided the

PRICE £9686, TOP SPEED 102mph, 0-80mph 10.5secs, MPG 30.0

FGH Hood, fuel consumption AGAINST Boot space, ride ride

flexible type of rear window, opling
for 4 solid glass pane sct into the
hood, This gives gl.‘:-nn:lrl,“::l.r '.'i.-i-ihi]:[}- in
all conditions — and does not begome
scratched or discoloured with age —
and hasthe additionnl advantage that
normal rear window demisting ¢le-
ments can be set into the ghiss, The
rear side windows do not form part of
the hood and can be wound down toa
half-closed position,

HRaising or lowering the hood s
simplicity itself, and does not reguire
the Hereulean strength necessary to
operate some mechianisms we have
come sorass recently. The wop s
released simply by undoing two lever
catchessited at the topof the screemin
each cormer, There are none of the
fimgernail-breaking press fustensrs 1o
seal the réar bottom edge of the hood,
50 ance the devers are discngaged all
that remains i5 1o fold the whaole
assembly rearwards . — and it can
casily be done by ane persan

e nexr stage is w0 engage the two
catches which hold the folded frame
under slight compression (o increass
rear visibility and stop the hood rising
up when the Clipper is an the move
and the small tonneau has not been
fitted, 0t s a matter af opimon
whether the Golf Cabrioler looks
Betrer with or without the tonnean,
bt 05 seems that most  owners
dispense with it, in London af lewst

One inmially puzzling aspect of the
o relexse levers is that the one on
the passengersideof the Clipper hasa
trigoer release which has W be
depressed before the hood can be
disengaged, The reason is one of

SALE OF THE
CENTURY

The Karmann-converted Golf Clipper not only has an easy-to-use hood, itis
also a sprightly performer and undercuts many immediate competitors

safety, thie handle doubles 35 o grab
handle for the passenger und the
:r:iggn:r is to prevent accidenial re-
lease, It dows seem shightly strange.,
however, that the driver's hoancdle
docs not have the tigger. 1t is always
betier to be safe than sorry

Diving the Clipper araund with
the hood down doees not resull i
instant hair removal, so long as the
side windows are lelt up.

Rearward visihility with the hood
up ar down does leave a little o be
desired, but Tor different reasons
With the 1op in position there are
bl spids created by the Lurge
expanze of fabric making up the rear
theee-guarter panels, so it is impor
tant o make sure that the
FIREars o e carrectly

This problem does not exist with
the hood down, but as the [olded

dioaor

hood sits on wp of the bodywork
rather than folding into it — like on
the BMW 325 Convertibile = vzt
iy is restricted. Care has to be taken
when reversing in case asmalichild is
in the way

Relinement i= one of the arcos
which sulfers due to the open-top
conversion, Most notahble s road/ivee
roar and exhaust resonance, Bothare
more than likely u result ol the
additionalsirengthening necessary to
COMpensale o the removal of the
stlid roof

ke edher ares to suffer is the ride,
probably for the same redsons, The
ride of the Clhpper 2 ‘crashy” in
comparison with the herd-top. In o
way this muy appeal o the more
spory’ driver — |:3||-¢n_'ii||'|}' when
vigwed in conjunetion with the rarty
cxhoust — but it may become p

Bootopening /s smalland narrow, making loaaing awkward

One-plece rearseat folds le increaseluggage space 1o 21, 8cu ft
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VOLKSWAGEN GOLF CABRIO CLIPPER

4 tircsome for the passcngers over a
bong journey,
Performance is a0l spectacalar in
‘hot hatchback” werms and it must be
said thatweatherconditions were not
exactly ideal on the day we took the
Clipper to Millbrook. Despilte the
pouring rain and a strong gusiing
wind the Clipper managed a mean
maximum speed in fifth pear of
12mph  which  corresponds  to
605 0rpm, just below the peak power
point. A wind-assisted  best ol
106mph {5260rpm ) was nated.

A broken red line begins at an
indicated 6300rpm, becoming solid
h-.h::l::ll'pll'l. 'ritk'ing thie latter :I-lg-ull: P
the engine’s limit, this gives maxs
imum speeds of 35, 57, B3 and
I0mph Tor first, sceond. third and
Eourth gears respectively,

As we have found so often o the
past the Golf is one of the most
accomplished front-whiel-drive cars
when it comes to putting the pawer
dawn, Good traction off the line
comhined with a "sports’ ratio geur-
o —1he farst time this hox hasbeen
mated 1o this enging in the Goll —
enables the Clipper to reach 3mphin
3. lsecs with &0mph coming up in
10k Ssecs, two pearchanges later, The
guarice mile post is reached in
|7 Bsecsat s terminal speed of Tomph
with the kilometre distanee covercd
i 32 Bsecs (Homph)

Despite the lack of fuel injection
the 1.&-hire engine endows the Clip-
per with good fow-down Nexibiliny,
amply displayed by the case with
which it pulls from Hmph in fourth
gewr with the throttle fully open. The

e Pl

ineremental n-gear limes give an
indication of the relatively Mal torgue
curve and show that the Clipper can
cover the important S0-Tmph over-
taking increment in i respectible
T.dsecs in third gear.

[}IJTIIH__’. s BTG meles with us the
Chipper returned an overall fuel
L"\s:llhllm|'nrii'|:|!| E:S.:IIIFL' ol 3 fH‘ﬂpj‘_
which is not to be smiffed al. The
intermediaie consumplion  Dgures
show graphically the effeet hard
driving has on economy with a bestof
jﬁ_‘i‘ml:lg after nweekend ﬂfﬂptn -TOp
‘pottering” and aworstol ZU.dmpg lor
the slrenuous st session.

As usual an dwner can expect la
return e consumpiion igure closer o
the calculated Awiocar pverage i
gure, which in the case of the Clipper
% Bmpe. [n conjunction with the
12.1-gallon fuel tank this endows the
Clipper with a long cruising range

The Clipper steers well, with good
response, sell-centring and tolerable
feel despite the lack of power
assistanes and the slightly low gearing
at 3.8 wms lock-to-lock, In tght
parking manocuvres there s a
[cnd-;:nl;_-_.' fosr the s1ee ril1g s b linle
om the heavy side amd it s probably
advisable to spend £4958 on the
optional power-assisted steering.

Ultimate handling 15 good by
CONLEMPOTAry front-wheel-drive
standards, The Clipper’s . natural
tendency to understecr 15 olfset o
some extent by its anti-roll balance,
and it can be provoked in exiremiy
into renr-end breakaway by lilting
abruptly off the throtle.

The Clipper is available only in

1.B-litre carburettaradengine praduces 30bhp st B200rpm

Dashboard and controls are classic VWV well laid outand plain

twidoar form bui the large doors do
alford reasomable access 1o the rear
compartment, Rear seal oceupants
will find legroom adegquate rather
than plentiful buc this is no differem
from any of the car’s competitors.

Fromt scal occupants arc better
catered for with plenty of leg aml
clbowroom -although some of the
taller testers would have liked a lintle
mare rearward travel forthe driver's
senl.

Dashboard and controls are classic
Volkswagen: analopud, casy 1o read
and practical, Scats are comforiable
and supportive and the drver’s scul
has the advaniage of tikt sdjustment
with the back el the cushion able te be
raised 50 the driver can be positioned
in perfect relation 1o the non-adjust-
able stecning colummn.

Gearchange quality is good, if 4
little notchy, bt fast pearchanges
proved to be no problem. One skight
criticism of the test car was the
positioning of the aoceleracor pedalin
refation to the brake. The former was
set too high o enable sasy heel-and-

toeing,
Cime wery wscful feature of the
Clipper — bearing in mind ity

comverlible nature — is the lockable
glovebox, It provides a secure place
1o store cassettes and other =mall
removahble items when the cor is left
with the hood dawn for short periods
ol time. The lock 15 operaied by the
ignition key which can prove stightly
inconvenient if the driver decides 1o
change tapes on the motorway ond
rémembers they are locked 1n the
glovebox . . .

The baot space lelt in the Clipper
after the conversion is a bit of a mess
and not very substantial, Very much
of 4 compromise.

The non-split rear seal back does
fold down to incrcase load area from
9.9cu ft to 21.8cu ft bul is no1 very
useable due w a strengihening bulk-
head runnimg between the wheel-
arches.,

The beot hid is shaped 1o ftaround
the light clusters but once open the
hole is small. Loading has to be
achigved through ashallow rectangu-
lar opening which could prove tobe a
problemwhen loading heavy objects,
A space-saver spare wheel is located
in @ sunken compartment in the bool
flar.

What the Clipper olfcrs iz sensible,
and on the whole; practical open-1op
maotoring for a basic price of £9686.
Wolkswagen hasmanaged o keeprhe |
price below £00, 000 by marketing the |
Clipper in alow-specification form—
no electric windows, no central
locking and no useful VW oarip
compuler. |

Performance is adequate and fuel |
comsumpticn good but the ride quali-
iy could be improved.

Boot space 15 minimal and inconve-
nient to use but this will always be the
resull when the starting point is a |
midinmsmall hatchback, The hood
and its mechanism, however, are |
truly impressive — il can be put upor |
taken down by one person with |
minimal effort in less than 3sces and
it is this fact which makes the Clipper
an ideal proposinon [or the British
climate. W
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[ - D'u'ﬂtl!uLL LH\IGTH '!Slﬁ'nmé | | E'DETE
B | l . ; Prices
EEEEEE _Ensic_ 777500
— — Spcial Car Tax EEdT. 82
[ — T ! = vm £176344
' . | I Total {in GB) £9686.35
L =] = Liconce E1D0.00°
EI ot Delivary charge London) £200.00
) "_EW pefs | Murmbarplates 0,00
! El el | Z Total on the Rosd  £16,006.36
i_r'i | | ; imxcluding insurancel g7
i = Instlrnnmg_rmlp
- - Tatal as tested £10,006.36
— - || E SERVICE & PARTS
T = = 2 Interval
== | | Change 10,000 20000
i Engin ail i1 Yig
| | | | L3l fltar i ¥iag
"Im-'u crchey s Bolwosn ket L B2IE e B 321t B Gaarbox ail M Mo
| ] ! b | Spark plugs No ¥is
| | ' Ajr chaner Mer Yo
| . Totsl cost  £30.45 (7965
. - {Assuming labour at E18.50 an
\i. | | hauring VAT
. | % -=-F | T PARTS COST [inc VAT}
T ; — i Hraki pods |2 wheots) Front L3197
w \\ 1 B E = Brake shots (2 wheels] rear £20.81
| B | | | 5 | I | 2= Exhoustcomplate E164,80
| L—— ] TS l,I’ i T Tyra —amch [typical] 46,73
ﬁcﬂ‘ | s & = b s Windsargan FE3AR
o o i h Az ."l = --| b Hitadlamp wnil £30.74
e i 7 | FLL i | 3 Framnt wing : G850
3 s 3 Bar bumper o809
e ) — ' = lm: WARRANTY
| \ | GRD{mn n'E,.-, “_.,'EE 1.5-'“” J s / | E | L I'_IH.'lI'IH'IE'_LlHlII.hIEEId mila_age,ﬁ-wa:
¢ ; 4 ' L ! andi-corrasion, 3 years paint.
e WHEELBASE 04d'] 2404 CVERALL DEIMENSIONS inmm
FRONT TRACH 34:3°/1,404 REAR TRACK 5407 1372 EQUIFMENT
MODEL BRAKES ACCELERATION IN EACH GEAR ﬁ.ﬁlmam.rl'l.l’r.r]tn:uhn M
Dusal circuits, split dizgonelly, Frant migh Top  4th  3rd  2nd Autarmatic £458.46
VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 8,3in (238mm) dia discs. Rear 7.1in _10:30 — 76 B& a8 _ Cruisa control WAL=
CABRIJLET CLIPPER {180men} dia drums, Vacuur saive, 20-40 W1 67 50 34 Ecancrmy gauga MA
PRODUCED BY: Handbrakn, centre lever sctingonsesr | 3060  9F 68 &2 @0 _Flvespaad z L]
= drums 406 107 73 5.6 s Lirrintesd :Ilp_d-llfr:rl:nl!uﬂ M
'i"-nltli'n'ugemwerh.&_‘.l'l.ﬁ, ta0 R Saten S = B SRR I TABE G
Walfsburg, West Germany and WHEES 580 e | “Ravepunter *
ﬁl{:ﬂl_::i:;:'“" G ORRREntck: e asad cal 5 5 rina. Rudiol nly I [ L Sell-levalling susponaion__ N/A
I tyres (Michokin MXL on test car), size Stearing rake adjustment MiA
SOLDINTHE UK BY: 1TRTOER1E, prissuras F25 RZ5 pai COMSUMPTION Trip Compuster MLA,
VA (LR Liel, Yoomans Drive, [maemal driving), FLIEL Heidrasts fromnt [ ]
Elakelands, Milton Kaynos SE14 BAN, Overallmpg: 30.0 (2.4 litres/100km) H!flm'd setals NIA
B.Emg Height adjustment AT
SPECIFICATION EQUIPMENT Lumbar udjustment Tk
TR Battary 12V, 454k Alternator 854 St back recling NiA
NGINE Headlamps 5565, ﬂl."lﬂ'{‘rsirig lamp Autocar formula:  Hard 27 Ompp Seal m;;_h“;m [HI S
Transverse, front, front-whael driva, Driving Awerage 330mpg Sal till )

Head hlock al. alloy/cast iron

4 gylinders in ling, borod block. S main

betarings. Water coaled. electric fan.
Bora BImm £3.19in), stroke B6.dmm

(3.40in}, capacity 1781ce (1087 cu in)
Valve gear ohc, 2 valvas ped

standard, 32 alectric feses. P-speed

plus intermittent screen wipars,
Electric screan waskar, Watar vales
Intariar heater, Clath soats, syl
headlining. Carpet with heel mat Hoor
GOVERNG. STESS0r jack; 2 jacking points
each sida, Laminated windsciasn,

and cendmions Ganike 39.0mpg
Girade of fuel: Prernium, 4-51or [97 BM)
Fuel tank: 12.00mp galls 155 ltras)
Mibrage recorder: 2.7 percant lang
Oil; |SAE 150 40) negligibbe

cylinder, toothad belt camahaf deive. BRAKING
Enr_npraa-&lm ratio 1010 1. Electronic Fade (from TEmph in neutrall
ignition, dewndraaght, twin-veniur PEHFBHMMEE Pedal load for 0.5g stogs in b
carburettor with overmun cut off, =tart'and Etartfend
Max power S0bhgp (PS-DIND E7EW 1 2535 N
I50) at 5200rpm, Max torque 1071 §; | MAXIMUM SPEEDS 3 EEAn T EOE
at 3300rpm Gew ___ mphkmh_pm | —5—5ege § 6057
“Top(Mean] 102 164 5060 _ b Fanih-
TRHANSMISSION Bestl 106 171 B260 —— L
S-apead manual, simghe dryg plote &th 106 171 BI00 -85 10 E50-5%
elutch, 8:3in dia Grd B 134800
_Gear  Ratia  mph/1000rpm 2nd 57 87 G700 Response (from Z0mph in nautral)
Top 20.14 15t 5 _BE 6700 Load ] Distance
‘;.”.‘l 15-35; 100k 15 2010
ard 1245 20lk 037 BN
Znd 546 | ACCELERATION T —hEn oM
Tal T L EROM REST S Ll Sl
Final drive: hypodd beval; ratio 367 True Tima Speedo - sgl':: g:g m
SUSPENSION _mph lsee] ~ wmph | “Handbrake  0.30  T00R
Front, indepandent, MacPhersan - ig - 31 L Max gradient: 1 3
Srirs, wishbomes, 1elescopic &4 .44 CLUTCH Pedal 32Ib; Travel 5 &in
elampars, antl-roll bar, H.i o ".b
Rear, mndepandent, torsien beam, - ﬁ —:-g—g-—i'g WEIGHT
::;Eii'l::'l:gr.anrr. tiElescopic dampars, anti M ﬁ Kerb 18, 7cwt/20811h/946kg
; o0 203 a5 {Distributicn PR, 64.535.5)
STEERING 100 — 106 Test 21 Scwir@45710/1109kg

Fack and prnien, Stesring whies!
chameai=rT1hin, L8 turnslock (o lonk
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Stal'll:llll'lﬁ".-"q'-i"l'u'lr:: 17 Baec, TEmph
Standing km: 32.8sec, Simph

Max payload 7941002600y
Tawing weight 26461011 200kg

:iii;_i_iir&:lr SEAls N.l'&._
Dadr mirrdgs rimdbs coniral [ ]
Elaciric windows A
Hedted renr window a
Imaror adjustable hasdiamps NS
Timtad glass [ ]
Hitadlamp weashiwipd BiA
Tailgate washiwipe BiA -
Cantral logking [
Ciggar lightar [}

Clock__ 5
I'-ng lamps A
Imternal bood relesse MA
Locking fual cap = !__
Metallic paint ~ E158.33
Spacesaver span [
Radinicasgatta (1
Aarial .
Spaakers []

@ Standerd NiA Nat applicabie
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