Mea! detailing &5 bo ba
found averywhare you
look on this neal Cab

smart glloy filler cap
looks lika tha ariginal

Many of the

UK’s best Uee-dubs have
been built as the result of an obsession...
like Bruce Hutchinson’s cool Cab. Paul Lewis reports

or some VW enthusiasts

a hobby can soon turn

into an cbsession... as
Bruce Hutchinson discovered.
Bruce, whose day job is to
drive a 44-tonne Scania truck
for MacFarlanes of Leeds,
resides in Fife and has owned
loads of Mk 2 Golfs, plus the
odd Mk 1.

Howewvel, [ wat o Gragicfered
Cobralet that really gof Bruce's
Julces fowing, Finished in block, the
fedarm Cabedo baltnged 1o oneof
Bruce's workmates-but I had been
off the rood for fwo yvears, parked
up i the MacFarlane's yord in
Leeds. Heedles fo soy, if wosina
veny sormy state: the reof had Berally
colopsad, whils inside the cor wos
full of water, And when we soy full,
we mean full Bruce hod bean

&

keeping an eye on the car for some
fime ond In February 2003 the
rEmpronion proved oo much and
he offered the owner £1.200, which
wis grociously accepted,

Bruce knew that some serous
wiork was needed to bring the
Cobno back 1o anywhere near
recsonable condition, 5o he sat
about his guest with vigowr, Althcugh
It Car had been stood fora
couple of years, once o baftery was
fitted it fired clmost immecdiately - an
encowraging san. Sadly, it wasn't
rurning garboularky well so Bruce
decided to work on the car af the
Leeds depot for a coupla of montis
before taking it home to Scollend.
The brakes had oo seized soid, so
these were freed off fo gol the car
roding, After draining 1he infesor (1)
Bruce started o st the peionby jobs,

aoc

Obwviousty o new hood and a full
Iinfanor weare needed, as wel as
carpets, but fisst the cor had tamun
right. To this end. new injectors and
o el pump were fitted, olong with
o ully reconcationed cylinder heod
ond a K&N panel fifer This vastly
improved things and the engine
riow purred like a kitten, but Brucs
felt that the:cluteh wasn't rght. Mot
ane fo rmeess ancund, he swifthy
mstalied a genuine VaAG clutch kit
along with o new coble. The oniginal
exthiaust menifold and dewnpipe
wias replaced wikth a s-stud GT1 item
- gmply becouse Bruce felt it was o
far better design - and just for good
Meciuwe o genuing YAG Cabric
exhaust system waos bolied on

Meow that the Cobio wes nusndng
it was fime ioiicke f hame fo
Scofland for the realtrarsformation

YW MOTORING



to begin, Bruce st hoppens o
haove very good friend by the naomea
of Stuart Moncriefl, who is the
propnetor of 38M Automotive, Stuard
s o renowned paint and body
spechilist and, over the years, hod
weaved his mogic on dll of Bruce's
friends Golfs. Alter a serfous valating
safsion and @ good deéal of poihing
1o remove the yeors of green mouid
Thot hod ccoumulaied it wos
decided that the cor céd nol nead
a full respecry (Glthough one & rdw
plenned for eany 2005). Amazngly
only the bonnet. burmnpers. mimorns
and rear whesl arch mouldings
required paint - a plece of cake!
Whita the paint was being sorfed
Bruce headad jo Barnatl's of 5
Andrews, where Andy was kept busy
soucing everything on Bruce’s

and sech were required along with
new window winder mechanisms as
someane had reploced the orginals
with cn after markeat kit which wos
junk. To maich the new rubbers, rew
drop glass was instalisd, together
with o top tint windscreen.

stuart hod cartainty bean busy
because while he was applying
paint to the required parts. be alsa
de-bodged the boot id.

Clear indicotor lenses ond clear
recr ight clusters maich the thems
while an early-spec ngle-tarmp front
grille neaty embraces the smokad
cross har necdiomps. To liff the dork
front end, Bruce troced new chrome
trim for the grill while o new chrome
W roundel and Trimspor alloy filer
cop compiete the pictue.

From day one Bruce knew exocity

With & winning combination of retro and modarn slyling parts, 1his Cab has a



Cheeky Retibil badge
leaps olf glovaboy Tid

APRIL 2005

fact they were one of his vary fisi
purchoses, These Px15 ATS Cups weare
brought Back from Germany (it's
hondy being o fruck driver with o
cepots all around the UK and
Germanyl) shod with 195/45/15 Tovo
Preceas T1-5 tyras,

The oid hood hod previously been
removed and discorded as nothing
wint salvageabls, howeaver Bruce
krew wiin he could trust o supply o
new one, snoppy Gaollers, Andy of
Snoppy Gaiters hod previoushy re-
trmmed three of Broce's other Galfs
22 he knew e quality of the
workmanship ond attention fo detal
would be first closs - ond i 5, we
Couldn™ faull it on ha day, To ensura
the new hood & kept in prstine
condifion when down, a new Dove
Grey hood bag wos souwced.

Mo e extenar was looking
resplendent and wios Ry waler tight
the interior became the focus of

atfention, While the car was at
Stuart's workshop Bruce hod
managed o get hold of o pair of ofd
Recara seals ihat had seen batier
trmes, Together wath the rear bench,
these were relimmed in Dove Gray
lenther by Snoppy Goitars - bul nol
before the reor seot was filed with
headrasts utiising o genuine VAG
fithng kit Mot content wilh the fresnly
irimmed seafs. Bruce olio got Andy
i crafl matching gear and
handbrake gaoiters

The suspension has ofso been volly
improved with the front wishbones
getting fitted with potyurathane
Eeshs, while the rest of the bushes
have been replaced with new VAG
ilems throughout. When it came fo
the choice of suspension kit Bruce
originolly Fted o Blstein kit but within
o couple of days ha knew it was nof
for him. 50 swappead it fora Koni f
Eizach kit. Once ogain this proved

urdacceptable, much i his
amazement. Bruce hod long since
been a Konl / Ebach fan having
tted the combination o several of
his Mk 2's with no problams. However.
on the Cabrictet they seemed fo
boitom oul af every oppartuniby,
After lengihy conversations with
Steve Creswell of CAR Enferprises,
Bruce opled for o Wellec lop
adjustabie kil with g 40mm drop in
ride height, The kit was moted to
uprated Febi top miounts with
shorrened polyureihane Dump stops
up front and G&0 ilerms af the rear
The resull was o remendous
Imorovameant gver ol the other
combinafions and fhe addition of
Meuspeed upper and ower shut
braces reinforced things even further,
Bruce then moved onto the
brakes, rebuiding the'reardrums swith
new componenisand-adding
Goodidae braided hosas. The result



s o good frm pedal with mae feal,
The front calipers wena thoraughly
sxamined forwear and the ongnal
gscs reploced wilth grooved Block
Deamond versions clomped by
rerodo DS Fost Road pocds. This
combinafion works veny well
together, occording fo Bruce,

A5 you can see, Bruce's hard work
s cartainty pobd off and he's quick
to point oul that without Stuart's
woreshop nong of whot we ses
o=fore ws wolld hove baean possibia.
some of the work mentioned hos
Dean O graduc| progression and as
wiih cill prejects the cor i evoiving as
= months go by,

Everywhere Bryce tokes the cor
seople stop and moke positive
comments but ihe thing we fike mos
anaut this particular exampla s that
® 5 used every single doy and inall
meathers, proving thot the venerable
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EMGINE: 1,8000c Bvabve bansverse mounied, maw WG clutch,
recanditioned cyinder hoad, rew injectors & fusl pomp, Trimsport
Power Rhor, KEN paned filler, siv-sfd exhaust manifold § town
pipe, new genuing exharst system, quick shill gaar inkage,
Triisport slalnfess batiery covdy, Trimspan stainfess radialor
cower & hrachets, Trimspor alloy dipstick & hoider and off fillor cap
BRAKES: F - Bisck Dizmond grooved discs, Fevodo DS fast road
pads. R - retwilt dnims. Goodridge braided hoses

SUSPEMSION: Weiteg top aciustabie suspensian kit (d0mm drog)
Fibii tap mourils & wishbenes, Polyurethane wishbone bushes, new
VG bushes throughout rest of chassis, FIbi shartensd
potyurethane bump siops (frand), G&0 bump shops fresr, Neuspeed
fop& Boftom st braces, new steering rack (both ends adius(
WHEELS/TYRES: Tx15 ATS Cups / 19545-15 Toyo Proxes TI-SW

e foyp fimt windscreen, new drap gless ail rocsd, new Wingow
mechanisms, mew window soals & rubbers, earty fype single lemp

grill with chrome surround & roundie, smoked cross-hair

headiamps, chear indicator lenses, Wolfshurg Ediion hadges,
poiished allay filler cap, chear rear light clusters, de-hadged boot id
with Wallsberg Edition badis,

INTERMR: Eivetric Recan frond soats, rear head rests, full Snanpy
Galers re-trim jin Dove Grey leather, Dove Grey gear iever &
handbrake gaitors, Wolfshurg Edition alloy golfball gearknob, oy
mairror adjusters and alloy door pins, new boof camet with
SOUNDS; Kemvood KDG-3021 CD hoad unlt, 2e130 wat! custam
componanls in door pockets, 2250 walt Gxl's on custom
sheafth shelf

SECURITY: Caf 1 alam sysiam opersled via nemote ciniral keking

THANNS: Stusrt Moncriaff SR Artomative 01233 251613, Andy of
Bamegits St Andrews 07384 473101, Trimspor! 01450 22284, fim &
the o ! Awasome GT] 01617 TEOTTT, CAR Entarposes 158
785740, Snappy Gatters, Jon at VAG Dusseidort, Bruce d Leefor
faking the car fo ihe phodashoat and Lestly wile Wendy & 4year ald
son Geonge for coping with the obsessian.




