Gareth Pearson’s rare
Golf Cabrio Quartett
is not only a great
example, it's usefully
modified too. We
headed along to
Lancashire to meet
this rag-top fanatic

e limited production GT1

Cabriolet Quartett came as a

mix-and-match package

with no fess than 54
versions being made available,
thanks to a very extensive chaice of
Imterior trim, body and hood colours.
The Duartett sakas brochure even
cantained plastic sheets, each of
which ilustrated one of the colours
or trim oplions, enabling praspective
buyars to averiay these and gel an
impression of what the car of thair
choice would look like. All chever
marketing stuft,

Such a surfert of possibilities
wingn't on offer when Ganeth
Pearson of Longtan, near Preston,
besight his Quartett though - as 1t
was already eighl years old. Mat
st this bothared him,

Cabriclet in Inca Blue was his idea
of parfection, neatly
complementad by the car's dark
bdue hood and Mauritivs Blue
blnck fabric trim,

Gareth axplains what initialy
attracted: him to tha Quarfatt:
What a great idea it was 1o

“huyers create exactly the sort of

thay wanted
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myseif a GT) Cabnolet — and
finally | Tell for this one.

Shortly after buying the Golf,
Gansth booked it in for a partial
respray to take cane of stone chips
o the bonnet and where the
panivwork had sutfersd on the
leading ocge of 1 rear wheel
arches. However, Peter Bonney of
Preston, who undertack the work,
achvised Gareth that a quick 'Blew’
simply woukdn't de it he imendad 1o
keep the car, and so a iolal respray
bacamse the ardar of the day.

Intesriar work came next. The
frant seats were replaced with
Recaras, with MJ Imesiors of
Bradiond camyng ouwt a re-trm in
hatf-leather, nitaining the crginal
hpurtive Quartett block fabrie 1o
creata a dstinetive: but relatively
stock appearanca. A three-spoke,
feather-bound steering wheel and
polishad alloy qofl bl gear knob
with matching handbrake Rands
cama next, courtesy of Tnmsport.

& smoother profile was
achiaved by fitting colour-coded
moadding sirips, keyloss handies
with remets ceniral lacking and a

patyurethans bushes, an OMP
lower strut brace and a set of
polyurathane steering rack
meunts, The braking systam was
revamped by installing a late-
resched BkD 16Y servo, 8 22mim-
beore master cytnder, staintess
sieel beaided brake hoses and
zinc plated discs, cress-dnlled at
thi front. Gareth comments:
“Theae changes really lightaned
up the Golf's handling, as the
suspension and steering bl a kot
sharper, The car cormered with
ligthe body lean and the brakes
wiere 8 ol mone massunng.

Thi ichesy of Improving the
performance of the stock 1781cc
H-Jatromis fusl-injected engine
wis ponsidered = and rajechod,
Garath reasoned that tha evailable
periormance was perfectiy
adequate for his neods.

So tar, Gareth's trus obssssan
hasn't bean menficned. whess,
ALt mrament e has five
complete sets, his presant
favourites being BES RS
three-piece split nms with polishad

| outers = 7x15 ET 25 af the front

'l wanted a sharper handling
car, so it was fair game for a
few mechanical mods!"

sat of Weifsburg badges to
riepiace the side indicators. Al the
back, the boot bd was de-badged
and & set of sed, tinted rear light
clusters was fitted.

Garath still wasn't compietety
satesfied thowgh: ®1 wanted a
sharper handling car, 50 it was L
game for a few mechanical mods?®

The Golf received a thorowgh
overhaul at Dubsport, who atso
fitted an FK collover adjustabls
suspension kit wilh Koni insers,
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and 7.5415 ET 18 al the rear, with
Towo Proxes T1-5 195/45R15
tyras, Second favourite ars the
colour-coded BES AM gpiit Ama,
as shown in the photographs,

Gareth simply adores his rang
Chusrtett Cabrio, and is justifiabhy
proud of the maintenance and
preparation work he carries out:
“Thi trick i= to keep on top of
fhings so that the car leaks rght.
This wwiahes frequent but litte
atiention. For exampie, you haar
someane say ‘How do get nd of
brake dust on the wheals?'. This
is only & probiem i you allow it o
s g & the first place. Ragular
washing with hat, scapy water is
all that's needed,

"Stone chips ang a bigger
pm:blmﬂ —gﬁnﬁn‘alhr | st gointo a
sulk! | wouldnt recommend
daibbing paint on, The best way of
avokding stone chips is to dme
slowly o0 loose road surfaces and
nat to ‘talgate’. Ameeay, you have
o resign yoursel bo somme wear il
you want 1o use the car thioughout
the year What realy winds ma up
5 SOMn - SayIng Tl'm goang 1o 8
show, bt I'm not taking the car’,
What's fhe poind of cwning & mini
enxcample and not daving it, leaving
it in a garage whone nobody Gan
soe it?* What indead,

block tabric.

inside and out,
this rird

simply ¢




