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VW Porsche 514 and

the GT1 Cabriclet are both

sporting comvertibles that
have Karmann-buill bodies - bul
surely they have little eise in
common? The more flamboyant 914
was a reasonable success emong
the lakd-back baby bosmer
generation of the 1970s, whilst the
maore restrained GT1 Cabriclet was a
hit during the "B0s with those who
wiore pinstripes and who worked in
the City. So why have these two cars
been brought together in the
hallowed pages of ¥Wrr in 20047

Wiedl, wihean it was suppested to

Andrew Wilson that ha might like
1o saa his 914 featured in ViVYm,
he was keen that his mate Jason
Rohinson showld shars the giony
by bringing along his smart GTI
Cabricket. A nice gesture 1hat was
prompiad by the many hours of
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weork that
Jason had put Into restoring the
bodywork on Andrew's 814,
Juson acquired his 1985 GTI
Cabrio four years-ago, and it has
certainly lived up 10 the Goi's
legendary reputation for reliability
and flawiess parfomance. So
much so, this is the longest period
he's ever ownad a car - and
Jason insists ihat any plans for 2
changs are an mdafinite hold:
*This car runs ke a dream and,
aven though it has done aver
117,000 milas, it has never broken
chown. It was well looked after
bafora | bought it, and it came
with lois of service histany, l've
ownad many cars, but after
buning & 1986 Jetta GTI | became
a Violkswagen convert! That Jatia
was a minter and | really shouldn't

have soid it - but | suppose wa all
make mistakes. Anyway, after
using o Covalier SR for a whil, |
madea the sensible choloe and
bougiht mysell a GTI Cabriolst - &
car I'd always fancied,”

Jasan soon mproved the Goifs
looks with a set of "old schoal'
deep-dished Mims whesls from
Sivie Dynamica, He has also
modified the suspensdion 1o
improve handling and for a loawver
jock, but he didn’t start off with
this Intenthan:

A knocking sound seemead 1o
be coming from the front
suispension and | decided new
dampar mounting cups would be
the answer. But the noise didn’t go
away. 50 | overhauled the front end
and dacided thal | might as well
do the rear suspension at the
sarme tme, Lower springs and
Bilstein damgers wara litted

all round, which dmoppaed the car
by 40mm, but tha knocking
problem hadn't gone away. |
eveniually fraced the oubds 1o the
. Tront brake callipers. Replacing tha
brake pad anti-rattle springs o
65p each did 1he trick - after
spending £250 on new
sispension!” Noi that Jason
begrudges the expanse, of coursa,
as all his hard work has radically
sharpened up the handling.

Although the Cabnolat has Dean
frouble-frea, the front end had 1o
b repaired after a ple-up - which
unfortunately occurmed whilst
Jason's girifrend, Helen, was
driving. The repairs invohod
jigging the front to straighten a
chassis leg, replacing the from
bumper and grille and pressing
thie bonnet back inta shape - all
fairly moutine stulf for Jason, as he
sarved his time as a panal baates,
A full respray was contemplated,
bt this was only neaded to tha
B post, as the odginal paint on
thve rear wings and boot had
lzsted so wel,

Jasan takes the car off the read
in the winter months, and it's
Ironic that thi collision oozumed
just days befors this was dus 10
take place in 2002, However, the
leng winter break at least enabled
tha repaars b be carmed out al 8
Ieisuraty pace. And it geve an

opporunity for the

I ™ hood to ba
repilaced - by
i a genuing
. VW R,

)

fitted by the Sheffield
Trimmingg Gompany

A few engine modifications ams
under consideration for 1he fuluna,
including perhaps a 2.0-fitre
conversion. Whatever happans,
Jason's determinisd (o keap his
Cabnio and to continue enjoying it
for a long time fo comw

Andraw Wilson &= another
enfhisiast who really [&es to gat
the most oul of his baloved
maching, His 314 had just amived
back from Newguay and the Run
o the Sun whan we met up with
himn - & heck of a long joumey
from his homa town of Shaffisid.
Kot that this wormed him, as
Andrew reckons his period V-
Porsche is the most reliable car
he's ever owned:

“I'wa ran this car for Six years in

‘Jason improved the Golf's
looks with a set of 'old school
deep-dished Mims wheels’
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a sorts of weathar, covering
25,000 miles in total, incheding runs
to Newouay and Land's End every
year, i served me well even baforg
it was restored, despite needing a
lat-of work to really bring it up to
scratch, | was detarmined to get
the restoration work done as soon
as | could - driving a classic car
that's covened in rust and primer
tsm't realty my stylal™

The 914 was bought in 1906
from a classic car dealer in
Huddersfiald, The mechanicals
were reasonably sound. but a
cheap raspray hadn'l done It any
tavours &5 the palintwork on this
Amencan import was
pockmarked with unsightly
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microblisters. Tha only answer
was to strip away the paint 1o
bare metal, so Andrew asked the
foreman at the Mescodes-Benz
dealership whene he works lor
parmission o make use of the
bogyshop facilities. The fomemean
just happened to be Jason,..!
Ancrow explaing: "We could only
use the bodyshop on Saturdays,
50 Progress wis fery slow,
Fortunately thowugh, we found the
bodywork was far batter than on
most Europsan 914s, as thesa cars
can not quite badhy, Removing the
paint revealed a rminbow of colours
- and whilla stripping out the intarior
Wi EVEN Came across a coBection
of Las Viegas parking tickets! It's

.
=, S L s } .
3 i I=

amaczing what you fird whien you
start fooking...”

Andrew's 214 was DU In
1874 as a 2 0-litre model for the
Calitornian market, comphate
with owver-riders on chrome
bumpers, "Other featunes
included twin horms, a8 vinyl
covered moll-bar, tinted windows,
cloth seals, o contie consobs and
Fuchs alloy wiheels," explains the
proud owner, who was also
particulary pleased with the five-
speed dogleg gearbae. "The old-
type 811 gearbox, known as the
type B0, was fairly hasd to
operate. Mine came with tha
later B01,/914 side-shifter ‘box
which boasted a modified casing

s

and &n easier-to-uss linkage
mechanism,”

Buying replacement pansls for
the S14's bodyshell was nfsd out
an the basis of cosi. In any cass,
both Jason and Andraw
possessad the skills nesded 1o
make and replace most of the
panels to a standand that would
zafisfy even the most hawk-ayed
VWY quaity inspeciorn

Tha front scuttka had rotted
badly whene water and imud had
aocumulated ina nust trap
betwaen the innes and cuter
wings, so the affecied areas were
cirt-out and then epainsd with
hamamade seclons camsfully
shapead to achieve a perfact fit.
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"I11e engme was stripped
down and all the parts
checked and measured’

With this task satisfactiority
accomplished, they then moved
on o the athar body repalrs,
wiich Included scraping off the
old undarsaal along the full length
and breadth of the undemside,
revealing an urgent need for new
fromt flioor pana. The insides of the
doors also required attention, as
some of the Inner skin framewaork
hiad been chopped out to
accommodate a set of speakers -
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crazy but true, The battery tray
was also repdaced, logether with &
new support bracket, due to acld
leakage in the past.

Cince every bit of ot had been
ground or cut out and replaced
with nesss steel, the bodyshell amd
panets were resprayed in the
lightest shade of Porsche Speed
Yellow. Our dynamic duo then
turned their attention to the task
of reassembding the car. The end

was in sight.

As g smart finishing towch, a
pair of ane-off, highly polished,
stainless steal sill covers wena
meade up by a friend at Olymipéc
Stainless Fabrication of Sheffield,
The frant torsion bar suspension
was droppad by 25mim; also al
the rear, which was achieved by
fitting lower, heany=duty, 100D cod
springs made up by Roadstarn
Koni dampers added further
sliffening, and the brakes were
averhauled with Mintex sports
pads for the front disc brakes, as
fitted to the ikl GTL. Fulure plans
include Paorsche 511 front
suspension with vented disc
brakes and a larger-bore masler

(3 vornmeoEt

n."’

cylinder - @ popular performance
upgrads for the 814,

This engine was stripped down
and all the parts checked and
meaasured, including the non-
standand high-lift cam that Andneny
suspects i an Amencan \WEB
[tem. As the tolerances wera all
within accaptabla limits, the block
crankcass was reassembled with
e piston rings and bearings. A
bit more effort was needed with
the cylinder heads, as the valvas
and seals needed me-cutling and
the ports benefited from light
polishing. The valves weny all fit
{or reusme, &3 well a3 the valwa
springs once the: prossunes had
been chacked
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Al Amoncin-spec 3143 left the
factony with fuel-injection, but over
time this can become problematic
and cause munning faults. One of
Andrew's first upgrades after
buying the 814, io improve fs
performance and dinasabllity, was
ta fit & pair of twin-choke Webear
£4mm IDF carburettors, along
with shorl ram pipes and a pair of
KA&M air filters. A linkage set was
mcuined for the carbs; as with &0
many aftermarket parts though,
the quality was far from
satisfactony and s the linkag
neadad stiffenang up befora i
could be used, 'and the throttle
finkage had o be lengthened to
match the travel of the actelrator
pedal to the travel of the
carbusettor thaotthe valwe, Meaxt
cama a Facet Gold Top eleciric
fuel pump and an adjustable fusl
pressurs regulalon

“With everything fitied, naxt
came the fun part of setling up
the fuel system,” recalls Andraw.
“After 8 wesekend of tinkerng
around, the settings had been
fimally setiled; fuel pressune 4psi,
main fusl jets size 135, air jots size
180, idle jets size 50. Tha
emulsion tubes are F11 and the
Vianiur size s 32mm. Sinca thaen,
the engine has started, Idied and
run &% refably as anyone could
wish for."

Andrew has always made a
point of dismantiing the
carburattors &nd cleaning them
out each year 1o maintain paak
performance, A Bursch sporls
achaust worked out gheppor
than a standard system, with the
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From right to laft: Andsew, Jason and Helen with the pair of Karmann-bulit but

otherwize very different converlibles.

bones of an-extra 2bhp to boat
The original power rating for the
LS-spec GA 2.0-Ira unit was
85bhp = but with these relatively
simple modifications, Andraw's
engine is now rated at 120bhp,
Impressive, eh?

To prove the paoint, Andres
achisved a best quarter-mile timea
of 16,76 seconds at a closing
speed of 76.2mph on the Santa
Pod strip at 2001's Bug Jam.
Andeew concedes: *| took the
'launch’ very caredulty when | et
tha starl ling, &5 it could havea
resulted in & long walk homa i the
cluich or drive shafts had fased!”

hbeanwhile, Andrew's thoughts
tum to how he would like (o
davetop the engine further when
he's gathered sufficiant cash
together It could betaken up to

et -

2.4 litres by fitting lames S6mm
pistons and barmels and machining
i eylinder heads to fit. Showld |
bea =0 lucky as to win the fotteny,
thie aptions would be & six-
cylinder 311 engine or a four-
cyhinder FAT performance 2.8-#re
unit, atthough major internal
rmodifications would atso be
needed with that capmcity.”

Az the final completion date
was approached in March 2002,
Andrene and Jason completad
the finishing touches, such as re-
covering the dash, seats and
doors panels and fitting & sat of
Spirit of 1he Fifties carpats. Thera
was an annoying setback when
'Mr Nobody® stood on the
windscrean and cracked it balars
it could be fitted, aithough a
replacement was soon found

after phoning round & few
specislists,

The Fuchs alloys were
painstakingly smoothed down
and polished, and a sat of alloy
cantre caps was fitted, as
suppied by Bernard Newbury,
Andrew explains his choice of
tyres: | want for a set of
Michelim Pilots on the front and
for good wear, and a 3&t of Piredl|
Zaros an the back which provide
lots of grip - a mid-engired car
handles betier 1o a point and
than suddenly lets oo at both
ends if you overda things!
Dbtainir;g tha night fyres was
very important, and this
combination dogs work very
will." The point seamead wall
made after driving through Snake
Pass in the FPeak District for tha
ViWm photo:shoot; the 914 took
the bends with sublime sasa,
cornering flatly with no trace of
leaning, Linsattling this car undar
such condibons vwould ba like
trying 1o singée-handedly turn
ower & double bad,

Ancireny s understandably
delighted with the currant
conclusion to his tolks: “That 2.0-
litre rgine has great torgque,
combining practicality with
parfarmance. And the handling s
batter than 8 911's ol the sama
age dus to the balanced mid-
engined fayout. | regand tha V-
Poreche 914 as a brilliant
combination of the best of both
companias, with excellent
hmandiing and practicality In one
package, Try getting a
weskend's camping gear in a
811 - it can't be done;

"Even though the 514 is readily
accepted by Volkswagen fans,
Porsche enthusiasts tend to ook
down thair noses. They say it's
not a Porsche becauss |1 hasm'l
got a Porsche engine or chassis.
This doasn't bofhar ma in the
shightest. I'm a VW fan whio has a
liking for Poreche products,
which makes this car the ideal
cholce for me.” We agrea; what
a farmastic combination of
corporale expertise.

SOCIABLE SHEFFIELD
Andrenw VWitson ks an enthussstic
muamier of the Shaffield Ai-

e Crutfaws, a cha that
et on The first and thind

Tuesdays of each maonth & the
Earl Marshall pub i Shaffiald
Ay passing VWY fans ans

walcorm 1o go along and joan in
the fun. For further info, conact
the cheb an 07834 907641,
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