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¢ the future, but there’s still plenty to
be said for the classic Eighties soft-
tops, particularly when a caring
owner has sympathetically upgraded
UVolkswagen’s already interesting
Clipper specification. Richard Copping
reports
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il Kelly has only hod oneg
serious brush with the law,
or af leas! that's all he was
admitfing to white | met most of his
farnily. Apart fram Meil, | chatted fo
daughter Donna, o grabaful
characier witness if ever thare was
one as she is now the official owner
of thie car that brought her dad inte
contact with the plod. Then there
was her boyfriend David Howell, o
decent som of bioke, but fo say the
least a bit vague whan it came to
comoborating the slory. Newver had
a nofebook 50 mdany crossings out
on o single pogat

W should ako hove met Nell's wile

lyncia, Tor it wos for hee that he
confempiated G fongke with the 'ced

il

e fist picoe. bul sadly shie was

elewnene. aver winen it come o he
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campulsony 'mug —shol’, while o fhat
crucial jurcture Donng compldined
pittedty thot she couldn’t do anything
|_lr-I|| 1

n sarch TRE7, Medl fraweded from
e in Manshiedd, in Robin Hood
v §0 Wakefiedd in Wast Yorkshre
to e o certoin sofi-iop Goft Chooer

pEnOny Deo cUse Bhe pivate odhvert

b sen isted red o5 s colour
Lynaa's ai-fime fovourife shods, The
Sty weos first negis
rarking officer in the Wies! Yorkshire
Police Force

Sodhy, Tor the cawnier maairimonial Fe
hod been far from straighiforsond in
racant mes, ndesdd O ivonce wis
rnminent. Meediss b say, 1S e
P ey reason wiy Bhe oo wos for
b, o sad reminders of bar hopper
dlorys. When it came o pice, fhis

Intarior has bean kopd largely cagin

@l - slll frims ara an additon, Thausgh

N3-styla- tall-lights-sull e car, whils (s SD8E=NiREiEne DAngeeisss

wray 2= - 28]



MK 1 GOLF CABRIO CLIPPER

| Enging bay has betn
| cleaned and datalad to
show standard - mice!

fachos was ofl important, for oiihaugh
o 1PEY cor shoule have Been gong af
behween £5.500 to £4.500. the owner
srndly wanted 1o see the bock of it os
oquickly on possiths ond ws quite
hapty to occept st £3.400, Tnis
SEEmirgly amazing decd wos
termpered with a few afl-putling
lacion, e an above averoge
rmaoge of 127,000 N a sevenyeariife
PR, coupied with o complete lock
of ary sendce Bistony, or tor that
miatier ony otfier poperwork.

Honweaves, althowgh documeniofion
witit Singuiar By |is obsance, Mel
occepis-thok the locc moin dealer
had i ol probabiity sendced the
Codoio throughoul - carainly il
performance suggested somecns
hod tirsensd with Fon o oty regulor
s,

If o ety Medll's succinet remornk of
M AUSE N0 dents and no shire
summarsed tha best and worst of the
rest, To say that the Cor was dirty wes
an understatemant! With the deal
Song ard Mrs Kelly ot fhe whael
whien it pulled ud cuttida he Bouss
dauvghier Donna thought there misst
hove besn some maga iast minute
chonge of plan, For hene wis Mum
driving a rather sad locking Golf
ragiop with O Biack hood. whern fhe
cor Dod had promised her was
wppoted bo D prislinaty red with a
grey hood,

T micke matters worse, ot some
stoge the hood hod bean “stabbed’,
ripped, or defibercliely domaged in
some wizy. Apar fram fhe noticeabls
visual disfigurement, inevilobly when il
roried the Fledcr got wel, to the lang-
term deliment of toth copets and
uphokian. twas e o podding pooll

As for the interdor itzelf, the kindgest
rernark any member of tha Kaly famihy
could come up with weos thol 1§ wos
‘obsolutely By, Every seaf was
covered in encugh dog hair 1o
supgest thal he cwner hod worked of
Q kennel, while the corpet wars ina
similar condiion, foo, Howeves on thie
iU oo hend ol no h:ﬂir‘g
domage, while the dosh and ofhes
viryl covenad areas wers fee fraom
ciifficult to remove sculls ond scrapes.

Although not the mest poweriul sof-
o opfion, ine CEoper varsian af the
Golf Cobriclat, which wos infroduced
Iy 1988 ko replace the previous GL
model, boosted o 1.781ce angina,
pumping out o hegithy if nof eorth-
‘.:'ICI”EIT'IE] PObhp, which ocheved a
useful top speed of 108mph and wos
Ccopabie of 080 in o less than duggish

0.5 seconds.

As The distincthy angulor ines of the
Mk | Galf had bagun 1o ok dated
by tre mid o iote Bghlies
Volkswagen's shyists hod worked hond
te Infroduce smaater moulcad
bBumpars, an infegroied front spoier
QNG rear GErdn, phus s ang

Wi rrcee in kespang with customer
expachotion of the daoy. Al moadek in
Iha range benefited from the saome
Ireaimant ond o & pefhops for this
reason if no other that the Cipper
NOME Wos aevised, gving an
Impression of exciuahdty fo what alfer
ail wos avean ifs most basic foom o
premium-priced cor,

The Chpper wis affered imfialy in
feauir ealowrs, Alpine White, Helios Blue,
Sopphire Grey and Lyndo Kally's
prefamed aotion of Poprika Red. Al
Feoo) Cololr-kdyned Dunmnpen,

whaelarchas and door mimors. 'Within
a short spoce of tirme, the numben of
avasoble colows hod increased o
eight, while there wane Ihres shadeas
of hood fo select from and on excifing
ey romcgee Of rother classy upholsteny
for each, Although for fhe fist time
ome 1990 modsals banefited from an
eaciro-hydroubcolly operated hood,
ha Clippear which wos to remain
chore slement of the oigingl
Cobwickat range undil its demise in 1983,
confinued te lunclion via Bo0n oid
agletglala BT

Cnce tha Chaper was salety in the
Yeily goroge, Ned set aboul 1he
pracess of fidying to such o standard
thal, mot anly would Lynda be prowd
e be sean behing the wheel, but oo
o @nter ihe odd Concours hera o
thera would be seen as the most
ratural thing in ihe word. Howevar,
when that inibicd werk hod Baan
comgiated, and Lyndo gof behing
the wheeal, the decided Thol the
Chpper wosn't realy the oor for her
offer all, as it the unosssted steeding
wi for foo heavy. Forlunatety, there
wics anather member of the Kely
hasehoid anly oo ready o toke over
and betwesn 1598 ond 2003, the cor
became daughier Donma's doily
cliiver, Coverng around Fp-of 20 miles
per dory, five doys per week

Mowadaye, ot tha Chaper i frpoed
st for the sumemear rronths, Donng
defghts n g new doly diver which
she descnbesas o '.’C:ﬂ"fr ‘omibla” Wk 2
Golf G, which, apart from the 270,000
miids af s Clock. i "absciutely
hanging 't Suddenty Teeling gty for
the feeings of her iofest st of whaels,
e Qads, “bult il vary, vedy naliobile.,

Mowaodoys, the Clipper Bn't enfered
nio ollicys] Concours ne-ups
arymore, despite ils relaxas summesr
only exnlance, pancipolly bacouse it
doemn’t reolly conform ko elther fhe
CRFss Or custom setof nases. To hove
anvy hope of wirmirg in the formrern, the
o shoukd b o close o5 humionhy
possicie 10 Vollkswogen's criginal
spacification, Whan poirts con be
daducted toran endgine that 5 oo
highly pofshad, you know how firfcky
tine rubes ara. On the othar hand, as
e viery wiordl Cushomised irnpies, na
odd peredk here ond there Bn't going
T mpeess O udge who & searching for
the witdest and mash Individual
coproach he con find aut of the
assembled enirants

Howaver, belore some of the
twesaks shorly 1o be describad wans
put in pfocs, fhe Choper picked o fidy
Prardiul of mophies ard rosattes
Including o unner's up ficket in the
Daity Users Concours af BYFin 2000,
‘Highsy Commenced’ cract af G
Internoficnal ihesilicwing yeor and o
trecsured Frslin closs! ot i Vokalest
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..when found, the hood was ripped and
the interior resembled a paddling pool...

wises in 2003, Perhops Ihe Cipper’s
stor hos shone brighfest norfh of the
barcler with a rumnbes of gongs being
aworded, culminaling in an ouinght
win ot e 2002 Scolfich Vallkseaogen
Festivol heid ot Biggor. Now ond fof
fhe loretseans futune, 1t ook o
fragh the cor wil jain the odd dispiay
ot selected events, ona of which wil
certairty encomposs e octvities of
Chub Gl

Alter spending mory, oany hours
smply cleaning everything 1hof couwd
possibly requine such cttention, Ned
decicad in the lale outumn of 1997
it o restore 1he pombwoek 10
arvyting ke ils crigingt condifion
conssdanng the myriod of finy
serafchies and slons Chips, ome-spiay
wirs requined. Looking af the finish
faday, 1hs doesn't come as any
sunpiise, but wihat does 5 that the work
witd coried out ol honme i the
gaonope rother than by some glossy
professional chomging anaorm and o
leg pricet

Mel's sacret wasn'1 for esarmipie in
toking the body Back fo Dore metal,
On the confrary, it waos in the
thoroughness of his preporoton, the
Ermecodls his applicotion of ona fch
~oel of Popiko Red and five coals of
lacquer. Alegedly done to shop the
suscepiivie shode of red from foding,
in recifity it Gove o sheen Tew can
mateh and certanly balier aven thoan
the boys at Wallsbung could ochiave.

Anather project inlote 1997,
rvotved the cor being professionaty
ktied out wilh o Chfford Alorm, wihss
Med undertook the task of adding on
irmmabiiser himsed, The oigingl sheel
whees wemna dscorded in favour of o
set of BES alloyd, wihich in fumn have
peen repioced in Apl 2004 by
anather s, s fire BES RS splil-ms,
wihich wene picked up n Gemmany, vick
the wionchars of E-Bay. As for o3 Ned
and Donna's bayfriend, David were
concarnsd, e nesw ser were ared
borgain at fhe equivaiant of £600, The
olloys. dating fom 1958, hove baan
browgh up 1o spec by the seler, whio
eams a cnust by buying up what he
e, refuibishing them and then
maving them on. Nel wos the et to
admit that such wheels aren't the
easzs to cleon and that he ‘hotes’
the jol, but it wos no uts, he smply
hexd 1o et them oyt of his systemt

It swon't come os a great wapdse o
Hercxr theat 1 hoodd has been
reploced, consgdenng the condfion of
the ofginal, inificlly Med's fhough's
wene 1o o for grey mshaer 10 ot leost
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stay in 1he spiil of the orgingd, bt
prochicalfiss pravasad ond Q
mealching shode of moneon wos
chiosen instand, Once ogoin 1he
gorcge Decoms O lemponoey
workshop, this fime with o local frm
aingg emploved fo do the work
Complete with fhe "inners’, fhe bl
come clase 1o £500,

Alfhaugh the mon reasen for the
naw hood wosn'| oesthalical, e
addifion of o VR4 font spoder, which
wes picked up secondhond from
il at BYF for fhae magnificent sum of
£10, couwd be described as such
Undautstedly in that cotegary, comes
the alloy et cop, while samathing
thal s cumently beng contemploned
alsg guaifies. Looking af the car's
pristine upholstery, we were sirprsed
b baam that 1he seats are lkely 16
raceive the ful kelly deugn
tregtrmant, with o combination of
grey leather ond red plping being
e prafemad oplion. jusl Boving he
curant cloth in the middle seclions,

Wwhen the mechanical sideof the
Clioper wos dscussad, Med's first
wiords werne 16 condemn the oignal
carburatiorn, "'Throw hal Flerbuwrg cort
gway’. was his recommendafion,
something he did as soon as he
regkzad that there wess Detier
optiens 1o choose from, The Clpper
move spors 0 Weber conversion, 0
Super Sprint exhoust, and hos S&tein
SUSpenson,

Whan the mikoge reachea
172,000 in 2003, Med decided that it
wizs fime to "do the heod', inevitably
replacing the gosket and lor good
measure, fitling o new clutch at the
e frme

Proably the only Ihing we howen™
menhicned concaming tha Cipper
has nothing to doswith the specific
modal. ng relevaonce o Meil's
improvemeant prograrmmie, Dut it s
Coaksio redated| There can't be myary
who don' befieve that 1he intrugve
nalure ol the nood reduced he
avoiloble boot spoce o liffle mone
than o convenient out of sght ploca
to store @ small ovedigh! BDg. AS G
rasull, If was loscingting fo discover
ihot o 10% stona Gearmon Shapherd
was conten! o el on guite lang
jouneys sat in fhe Bool, ever ! the
pareel skl e hove 1o be remaved
firsti Perhans than, M YW I Concept
T bacaomes réably, you'l wish your
ad men o encompass Such info info
whotever stanling blurk they conjura
ug to promote the (otest generation
of soft-1op VWl

Eyubrow spoiler, clear indicator lengss and split-rims ané Subdle mods

TEC

EC

Modal: Golf Cabrio Clipper (Paprika Fed)

Englne: 1,781cc four-cylindar ransverse developing S0bhp in sfock
foem, 81mm bore x B6.dmm troke, Weber carb convevsion, KEN
pancake-shyle air-filtor, fully oetalled engine bay with repainted rockes
covar, chrome pants and braided stainfess steal hading. Suparsprint
exhpust system

Brakes: Z39mm vonted front discs, Z26mm drums af ihe resr

Sumpension: Macpharson siruts & frond, torsion beam af rear with
semi-independent trafing arms, Bifsfein suspension ki fitted.
Ms”ﬁmi.ﬁmm spift rims / 1258015 tyres

Exterior: Full respray by owner in Papriks Red with five coats of chaar
lsequer, M3-siyle tail-Nights, new marooa hood




