CALIFORNIA
DREAMING

TONY SAGGU MOVED FROM LONDON'S WESTSIDE TO AMERICA'S WEST COAST
TO LIVE OUT THE AMERICAN DREAM — HIS SWEET Mk1 CABBY WAS JUST THE

ICING ON THE CAKE. Words: Elliott Roberts  Photos: Anna Taylor
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he Mk1 Goif GTI might be seen as

the ultimate orignal hat hatch, but

what about its offspring, the

Comvertible? The Mkl rag-top may

not be the best droptop of 2l tma
il compared with, say, the Edype Jag), but
it's one of the first newwave Cabnolets, and
possitdy the mest successful

Mawrally, there's still a strong group of
diehard Mkl Cabrio foliowers that refuse fo et
the legend fade and continue to relish the car's
furky and friendly appeat. Thirty-six year-otd
Tony Saggu, originally from West Lonrdon
and now residing in Granada Hifs, Catfomia,
is gne of mary, Hig exampée, however, is
one of the tidiest and mosk unique we've
soen, but things weren't abways this way.

Tony, who's an Auto Insurance Litigation
Specialist (whatever fhat might be) bought
the Cabby as a cheap and cheerul runabout
in"96, not long after moving abroad. 1 found
it ina satvage vard as a Qplate, stalen and
recoverad msurance right-off, " he told us. °
The car was pratty much stripped, I was
missing body panels, interior, glass, a roof
and wheels, but it thankfully enly had 30k on
the clock and a full dealer hestory,” he said,
O, and apparently it was dirt cheap, so
Tony sean was oruising around in a multi-
coloured beater (his woeds, not ouwrs) with a
torn hood and one seat | You haven't lved
il you've driven a single-seater Goff - Ed).

In the meantime, Tony's wife, A, who's not
anly inte Dubs bat whose fether works for 2 VW
cealer, took dedvery of a shiny new Mid 1.8T.
The pair therefore had a half-decent mofor o
drive while parts were sourced for the Cabby
rebuild, To keep up appeacances, the Mk4
was soon slammed on & set of FK coilovers
and 101 7" Brock rims sourced through
Styledynamix located i Hayes, near Tony's
old stompang ground, °| Iiterally carried tha
whigls back through customs m a couple of
suitcases.” e said, This feft the way clear to
begin work on the Cabby and m Tony's
words, it was ime to mfroduce the West
Coast of America lo the aniginal Westside,”

As Tony's a member of the Westside
Cartel, ha wanted to sort the suspension and
ride height first, "The KWs were swapped for
a set of Wertec coilovers which allowed the
subterranean slam | needed,” he (ol us,
These agam were sourced from his good
buddies Rif and Shahid at Styledynamix who
always give him a good deal an parts.

Far the car cornered a5 well as it Inoked,
Tany got an Autotech upper strut brace but
siruggled to find & lower tem to.clear his
automatic "box. We had to make one of our
own i the end,” he said. Tony's excuse for the
auto ox? " have the LA freeway traffic to deal
with everyday, 50 it's the only way 10 go.”

At the time, Ty was roling on 137
Revolutions, but the sump was taking too marny
hits-and =0 a step up to 157 rems was an the
cards, Td been hunting for a set of BES R301s
fos some fime,” and after a guy pulled up at
the lights in 2 Beemer on some pretly
comincing replicas Tony was.on thdcase. A
deal was soon struck Jor@50 bicks, it fiow
the car was sitting wed and runmng tidy wheels,
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Mk1 GTI CABRIO

Tony had to sort the panels and painbwork

As is the case with '_CI'E-[ Californian cars,
due to the good weather, the basze vehicle
was pretty sold with no rot. "The bod;
pretty clean and anly needed a new frant wing
and some minor jobs,” he said. The arches
however, needed quite a bl of work to clear
the wheels. Tony fancied gaing the Eurnpean
roade, so mned the ghasty marser DEnes and
also de-badged the body, too, He chose (2
remove the front plate completely and refocate
the rear item to below the bumper. Although
most fit a M kE VR6& chin spoiler, Tony
favoured the M2 GTI tem as he claims o
fiows much beter with the lines of the car.

nlike most, TCI'E]-' was prefly much set an
the colour and shade for the car from the
start. *| wanted a deep purple, nothing too
glitzy ar |oed,” he said, That's why you wenf
ferr thee stunning House of Kokor Purple Pear
than, hey Tany® The car was siripped and sent
to Joi Armold Auto Body in Morthnd
the guys worked thair magic.in appl
coats of Purple Pearl, Kandy magents
viclet an the immaculately peepared panels,
“Then it was a case of applying gallons of
clear to gve 1t 3 glass fimsh,” Tony saad.

Jose usuathy handles classic cars, bul luchily
Tomy managed to twist his arm. These Cabrio
Euys are sericws about what they want and
won't let much come between them and thear
lewed one. Tooy thinks it comes alee e the
Calfarnian sunlight. "You can aimost taste
the Ribena in it.”

Once the car rolled out of the painishop, i
fooked a millson dodacs. However, therg were
a couple of external meds needed befara Tony
cousd hold his head high while cruising Sunseat
Strip of Santa Monica Boulevard. And there
was oniy are man for the job, "Orsginally, | ondy
wanted to swap the headights for teted InPro
crosshamrs, but Matt &t Tuning Zuebehos
ingisteu | by the Mattg de-badged gnils,

" In fact, he wouldn't sell Tany the
Ilg its without the grile. Aninferésting sales
pitch, which is probably why the cha :IS- at
Zuebehor are 50 popular.

Mext, the rear lights recefved a
meck coal of Kandy red = a cheap
mad that worked well, Tony was
lucky enough to get a wriwally beand
e n- od that came from a crashed car

*| bought It drt cheap, The prenous owner
tad anly fitted it a week before their car got
totalled,” Unlucky tor them, lucky for him

Things were going well for Toay, but luck
has a habat of turning around and bibng you
when you least expect it This happened
a5 the car was put back on the
road. 1 basically drove through a huge
puddle and wrecked the engine,” he said,

Mot great, but this meant the enging would
get & spruce-up sooner than he had pranned
Luckity, his fatheriniaw stepped in bo fake cane
of the oily bits while Tony could get busy
chroming wirtually everything wsible under
the bonnet. 1 didn't want anything too craiy
like @ furbe or supercharger, psst & bit of
polishing ad porting to the head and the
odd trick here and there,”

Tony wanted everything biinging and
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‘DUB DETAILS

ENGINE: Biock bored 10 v fitres :l‘l:]l--\_]llr har B w'l D-:lll'm'-' Injection. Head ._.::une-{:l [e——
polafed, $0men kel and 35mm axheust vakves, Kent mild-rong cam. TSA thiotlie body, APC 2k filter,
gas-llawed inlet mandold, custom big-bors exhawps! s high-few cat and centra box, QT rear box
with DTRA 5p Al mloy parts hard polished ncioding geartox, cylinder haod dilr, e MO, BET

manitgid, throttle body, alrfiow sersor, servo, AD compresaor (over 100 hours wark), All other parts
chromued mchuding high power, 1205 Biemator, Cam oo iz A Qeano
mounts, Trimsport dipstick, polishad oil cap &nd bafery coves, Allard polished heaser tank, Draced
hgemes r.lh'l'll-:-ﬂ l-.IlJIE'.I'II coved arid bionned [IRers, chrome hood heng 4 lock ard cat et

CHASSIS: 7 5
Agiobech upper 21 BrRCe, CUStDMm Iower Drace,

timing Bl Sover, #ng

i 15" BES RS replica wheels with 195435 fyres. Adj u;.lahm Welied collovers, chirgersed

Trmeport strul caps, heayvy-oity bushangs, Mi2

Gt brakas

ﬂl:lTSl[:lE. Housa of Kolor Pear lerm with Kandy vicist ant magems iop coal, b lhll'l singa |-1""'
da-badged grille, InPro smoked headiighis, Mi2 GT1 frond spoiler modded 1o fit, dear fanl ndicatons
fronk purideer plate and camer ramovnd, Tull Choper kit (matal wheed arehes rermoyed), plastio arch frims
mcckdad to clisar whesals, firled red rear lights, Badgges end marker Sghts remaved, smooth boothid, new
fighil-grey Py @re o

mgmg Diraarm ||"._-,1|'||_"|' ris |nm-|; :.ca_rnp W, 4l|p-'~| = F‘-\':ll-.-.- sadts, Morma Mellenngm 5.e-e-u>q

whiel Rear seal mmoved and replaced with speaker enchoaug
H:F_. Kemwoad MASK CD hiad i, our 127
el iwsatars in doods, two Kermvood KACTOTI and wo 323 amps all chromae-plated, Two
coapaciors atko chromed, Optima deep cycle batien/

.STI:I-E}I.I'-T:'--L-,JC-.' T .-ﬂ-an- Av at Matorsids @ Hoursdow and a8 1he fomily
i Body Monninsgs Caifprnia. Morcos it Extremme Designa. Bhahid, Arl, Crarg and Chs

JL Audio subs in cusiom encliesurs, four 5.5 i rlll;' mids

back in Weat Looadan. Jos

ATy AL
(Beasta) at Styledyname LK, Al members of Renner Parformance Groug: All the Westaide W Cartel.

hlarcus, Kalpesh, Gurds and all fhe London basshy, Bormeg Chaced a1 wwesdu-nation.com. Anna
Tanykor, warw infrontmag, com for gread pics
o -

H____

“| FOUND THE CAR IN A SALVAGE
YARD AS A Q-PLATE, STOLEN AND
RECOVERED INSURANCE RIGHT-OFF”
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Mk1 GTI CABRIO

THESE CABRIO GUYS
ARE SERIOUS ABOUT
WHAT THEY WANT

\uclging by the resufts he did just that. The
responses snce kave made it all worthwhile.
“With the blmg handled it was time for the
= bass.” zaid Tony. He wasnt kicgding.
As you might well know, South
California (SoCal) is the land of
-5,: excess and Tony was faking no
prisoners, He ripped out the
back seat and replaced il
with an enclosure. housing
four 12° JL subs.
Combined with
the custom
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door builds and stunning retrm, i's no
wonder Tony's bageed more trophes than
Tiger Woods., " went for a classic Iook of
Old English Antique, caried out by
Extreme Designs in Afamibra,” he told us.
This'is the same firm that relrimmed his
buddy's, Walter Pipermo, Yento (featured
last month) and is fast becoming the West
Coast's answer to M Intersors. And with
fisat, Tomy had finaly realised his dream, and
has spent less than 56000 on it in 1otal,
“The res payolf, well, that's the warm Cali
weather. Top down, Pacific Coast Highway
and crank up the steren = Westside in a
Waest Coast style.” Sound like the dream's
g, hEcome more of & reality,
% Arewe jealpus?
Of course nat...
iy git .



TONY SAGGUS
Mkl GOLF CABRIO

The weather in Hounslow is obviously a little less predictable than California
where Tony now resides. You can reap the benefits of open-top motoring
pretty much every day when you can count on sun rather than rain.
Unsurprisingly, this is Tony's daily driver and we bet it tumns heads over
there in Cali, This is also a possible feature car for the future guys and gals
so keep your peepers open.

DUB DETAILS

ENGINE: Stock block bored to 2.0, Digifant injection, Head ported

and polished, Kent Mild Road cam, gas-flowed inlet manifold, TSR
throttle body, APC open element air filter mounted to custom flange,

all alloy parts hand polished including transmission, 100 hours of

engine polishing

CHASSIS: 7.5x15 BBS RS-look wheels with 195/45 tires, custom springs
and shocks, lowered 120mm, chromed Autotech upper stress bar, heavy
duty bushings

EXTERIOR: Pearl purple with Candy violet and magenta topcoat,
badges and repeaters smoothed, number plate re-located to lower
bumper, metal wheel arches removed and replaced with plastic to clear
wheels, modified Mk2 Golf front spoiler

INTERIOR: Electric Recaro Seats, Momo Millennium steering wheel

ICE: speaker stack 4x12" JL Audio sub-woofers, 6.5" Infinity separates,
1" tweeters in doors, 2x Kenwood KAC1023, 2x Kenwood KACS23
Amps, Kenwood Mask CD head unit




