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lt’s no secret thar VW of America has been
hure by the ime lag bevween the debur of
the new A3 models in Europe and their
appearance in the U8, There’s also no
doubt that VW wouldn't mind sur men-
tioning the presence of some attracrive
VW aucomobiles for sale, righr here, righr
now, at your local VW dealership, so
come on down.. .ta dah!

Hype aside, the Passar and Corrado
VR6s should be considercd among the
leaders in their respective marker seg-
ments, the EuroVan appeals 1o those who
need a lot of space on wheels, and dhere’s
still the Cabrniolet, now in its fourteenth
:'.'L'i]r l1{- L:.H. h'-'ll'i.'h-. .l"'ll.l'ld CVEN th"t]gll i[lﬁ
ripe For revision, the Cabrio is soll a sweet-
heart of o convernble,

Its replacement is scheduled o debur at
thi f‘u:pl;f,'n!h:,'r's Frankfury show, and a
smart looking piece ir is. When it arrives
here next year, it will continue thiro-
seven straight vears of Volkswagen mgtop

sales in the United States, which began, of
course, with the Beetle convertible.

Meanwhile, there are still a few current
Cabrios looking for homes. This special
Collectors Edition 15 the base model for
93, priced ar $18,380, and irs joined by
the higher content, higher price Cabrioler
Classic with a sticker of 19,930,

These Cabrios sporr standard issue
VW mechanicals, the hard specs remain-
ing unchanged from the 19925, A 1.8-
liter four with 94 bhp drives the from
wheels through a five-speed manual
transmission; a three-speed automaric is
opuonal. Standard, oo, is the poise and
controllability provided by power rack
and pinion steering, power brakes with
. 4-in, frone vented dises, 14-in. wheels
with 185/60s, and a well-runed indepen-
dent .l-:usp::nxi.[m_

Az befits whar
is a limited pro-
duction  vehicle
{4,400 final-year
Cabriolers  are
being produced
at the Karmann
coachworks
before the new Cabrio line is started), the
car's inrerior is upmarker, Even the base
Cabrio offers as standard an AMFM cas-
sette stereo with six speakers: fromt power
windows; whire leathererre-clad sports
sears with driver’s side heighr adjustment;
lcather steering wheel: a folding rear sear
with trunk access; and a driver’s side
airbag. Air conditioning (3895} and the
three-speed auromaric ($595) cost exira.
Both models are distinguished exvernally
by “Collector’s Edirion” badges; body-

L"”h[]]' trearment (o
the bumpers and
aprong, the mirror
housings. wheel-
house flares and
ru-l:k‘i:r tl1u[Liin55: a4
boor cover for the
rn:;mu."rll].r upcmtt‘d
folding rogr in the car'’s exterior color; and
black narrow bodyside molding.

The Classic offers a few more items as
standard, including a/c; cruise control;
sf_'w:'n-:ip::]u: Fnrgrd ::"nr}' wheels (sall 14
in.); heatable front seats; leather-faced
sports seaes; and leacher over the manual
shitt knob, shitt boor and hand brake
cover, The three-speed is still oprional.

Afrer sampling VW's new VR, or even
the standard 115-bhp 2.0:-liter four in the
upcoming U.S.-spec A3 Golfand GT1,
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The last of its type,
it’s also the whitest
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Higher contenr Calriple Clasic affers more
standard equipment than the base Collector’s
Editian bt fs echamically idemtical

thiz 1.8 ar firse feels sluggish, Bur, the
manial transmission is a good one, with
ratios well suited o the power curve.
Dyespite the 1-8' relarive lack of power,
however, the powerband is broad, and the
engine can be revved withour shaking
laose from che motor mounes, And own-
ers dizsatisficd with the stock pOwer ¢an
dip into a good supply of aftermarker
speed equipment, including legal cams,
exhausts and cylinder head mods,

The Cabria’s dynamic qualities are sur-
prEsing o any whao :11':;__55" suspect such a
long-lived model would have become a
tlar-foored laggard. Thie chassis is excep-
tionally r't;;id tar a convernible. A number
of reinforcements are assisted by sabery
cell construction and the roll bar, and the
resulting stiffness is a major conoriburor
to its crisp handling: The front suspen-
sion is MacPherson strut/coil spring with
a 16:5mm stabilizer bar, At the rear 15 2
20 5mim bar, stabilizer axle with erailing
arms and coil springs.

lt's a nimble pown car, turn-in is as good
as in any front-driver for the twisties, and
road harshness is nicely dampened by the
ouring-quality ride. 1t's an all-around ach-
lete type of car—pulling together all ics
resources to provide the elements of plea-
surable driving.

Ciiven its long lile and relacively minor
styling changes, ics lirde wonder the VW
ragtops popularicy has waned over the last
several seasons. Underneach the familiar
exterior, though, hundreds of running
changes lave made the newest—and last of
s tvpe Cabrnoler a desirable car o own.

And here's a prediction, bormn our of the
Mazda Miara phenomenon, The Japanese
roadster satisfied an impassioned {and
unexpected) yearning for an inexpensive,
fun convertible, The competition was
stunned. (Or killed. Remember the Loms
Elan?} Look for the next generation Golf
Cabrnioler, with its superior A3 chassis and
contemparary styling, to creare 4 German
tormvioh Mgt lever and become an
instant classic in a long linc of classics. &
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The BBS Group Is The Only Nlame You Need To Know
Far Light Alloy Wheels For Your Fine Automobile

Whether
your taste is
traditional or high
tech, the Nardi Group
can fulfill your steering

wheel requirements.

The Worid’s Finest Motoring Accessories

For Ordering and Product Information, Please Call:
1-800-422-7972 or 1-800-826-2734
The BBS Group » 5320 BBS Drive * Braselton, GA 30517
Send S6.00 for catalogs for the entire BBS Group products.
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