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LINDSAY PORTER GUIDE

Cabrio ‘Deluxe’

Take one excellent | LiMmited Editm

YOLKS)

but rather plain cake g WAGEN Pepromc)
(@ Mk1 Golf Cabrio) | % |\ | T
add decoration,
according to
preference. Result:
LINDSAY PORTER'S
tasty Golf Convertible.
Fancy a slice?

HIS IS THE first in a series

of articles looking at some

of the improvements you

can make 1o & MK1 Goll
Gabrio. H, Iike me, you want a real
De Luxe version of the original. My
wife Shan and | had always wanted
a Golf Cabrio. Driginally, we
decided 1o start looking Tor a car
that was solid and sound thowgh
possibly in nead of some cosmelic
work, 5o that we could easily bring
it wp to scralch and just, wall,

enjoy it. That was the theory! By — E 5 F o IN THE BEGINNING...

Ahend was the God, EBE2 YN, a
1986 Golf Clipper Cabnialet with
autormatic gearbox - axactly what
wee preder in @ “luwuny” car, Yhi
was quite sound but it s amazing
just how risch you have 1o do if
YoU Want B0 make a Car as mear
parfect as you can. We replaced
everything ol locked as i it didn'i
heve a full life-span shead of it -
which only laft the basics! tems
oo at those changes and it will ahways nead repdacing i
improvements. Some af them you're spiashing out on o total
arg DYy=able, white others are redurbeshmiant nchede all the mapor
girictly for the specialists, Altention o detaill and preparation is the key to any good DIY job. | electricalcomponants, such as

the time we'd finkshed, we ended
up with an original car in much the
same way that Cher has ended up
with the same body and face as
before. Just the 'same’ but better -
much better! And boy, has il taken
some work to make sa many
changes from the originall {Unlike
Gher, of course...).

Onver the nesxt few months,
wiz'll ba taking a step-by-step
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onition pars, alternalor, starter
maador and fusl pump, Elctrical
problems ane the major cause of
oreakdowm and of fing, and that
npgpdias to cars of all ages.

The front wings, bonnet and the
front-panal were &ll replaced. The
wings were changed becauses |
couldn’t bear to put old ones back
on sgan, thi bonnet was dinged
bul the front panel turned out to ba
the only part with mol init, when it
was thessughly examined in its
strippad-chawn lorm.

When you have everything
stripped away, you have the perfect
flime = probably the onca in a car's
Iitetime = to carry out 2 full mspray,
Cramars of modified cars often go
far exolic paintweork but YMM was
aAhways intended 1o be axtarmally as
original &% passible, You'll need to
ko your Giolfs o krowy that Y
15 different]

And here's one way in which
she's different undar the skin
Valkswagen never bullt & GT1 with
Ao - aithar because of concams
ovar the longevity of the auts ‘bax
if thrashed, but mons likely
becawse, at the time, the twe just
Rin'y seam 10 mix, Mow, whan you
drive loads of cars with autg
'Doxes, you start 1o realise that
there's nothing unsporty about
thiem. Far instance; if pou want to
overtake the ¢ar in front and you're
willling patiently for a gap in the
traffic. you're gong fo have to
changs PDO if you want to get
past swifthy, And I'd defy anyone to
change-down-gnd-go-faster than
the kick-down an an auio 'bax, Oh,
pius 'm a lary 8°d who can't see
the red for stiming a shiftes whan |
dan't have to...

Thirs. was. a surpnsing amodnt
of work required to comvert a
carburattor angine to fusal injection,
bull nathing that couldn't ba
overcoma with a caneful selection
of all-\Volkswagen parts, thank
goodness. Final job in the engine
biay was o 548 e enging up in tha
approved, factony manmer (and (1's

not-obwious i vou don’t know How)
and now she mns wonderfully wedl!

Ancither aspect of the Da Luxe
freatment is the fitting of a TSR
power staering kit It's a bigger job
avan than the appearance of the
parts fad out har wowld suggest,
bast what an improvement!

W wend the whobs hog - or o
whaole cows, 1o be st — whan
Mting the imerior out with Connolly
leather. Top trimmers Aldddgo
Frimrrang fitted the new hood and
ong of thelr ace tmmiers, Paul
Aston, did the upholstery for ma.

Though it's nob exotie, the soumd
Systom is good enough - good
encegh to pinch, even, 5o the
company who supply VW with
some of thes alarms, Scorpion
Alarms, were cafled In to fit & Cat 1
system. Like the laalhecwork and
thie soft-top fit, this is a job that
cefinitely mnt Tor DiY-ers|

With all that GTl-inspired "ga”, |
wanted exira cornening abdéty and
aotra “stop”, We fitted wprated
Black Dramand front discs and new
calipers with Aeroquip hoses at the
front, whilte shock absarbars and
springs wens swapped for an
uprated, adjustable Spax kit
Abways go for adjustablas if you
cant (Il el you why in a |ater
zsue] At the rear, we convared
the drum brakes o disc - quite 2
sampie job, but you need o know
hovwrl & lieger master cylinder neatly
oercomes the leck of “theust’ from
tha brakie pedal that often curges
Mk Golf brakes.

From the cutside, the finished
car lgoks guite standand, In the
picture, thare are threa visible clees:
hat chinges have been made to
the car shown at the stan of thés
anicle (nol including the leathar
headmnest). Can wou spot thiemT I
20, you know your Gols!

Mext month, wa'll start the recipe
kool proper with details of
Ingredients and r.d'luklng tameas for
uprating the Golf Mk1's notonously
average Tront brakes.

568 you then

Pl Aston of Aldridge Timming shows what can be done with quality leather.

§

oyl

An alarm system is a good Idea on any car, even more 5o with 3 Goll GT1 like this|

Linkteay ks also M. of Porter Manuats, the first ol
Werkshop Manuls, Thess brlephone-dieciory siosd
marisals Cover & Wit range of everyday cars
incleafing Goif, Podns and derivatives and are sralssie
saikaly Mrough l branches of Halfords.
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