Spring might not quite be with us yet, but Peter Carrick reckons that now might just be the
ideal time to snap up a late-winter convertible bargain

HigH-speg Smrﬂh@._md Rivagn models arm ten of the best-eguipped cabrios available with power hoods a5 standard

F THE sumimer ssems o long way off, and
romantic notions of drop-top motoring ane
buried under thrée inches of snows, it might
just be the right kind of time to make 4 hard-
headed, cost-eHfective converlible purchase. Aler
all, people do have (o S8l thelr convertibles in the
darker months, sometimes, and where are the
buyers? Exactly, tutkid up warm at home, waiting
far the sun 1o appear. When it does, they'll get all
excited and go out and pay top money for the first
convertible they can lay their hands on, which
might ba a right plle of junk.
Honverves, wanlor conviartitde-buying makes o

! of sense Fest, there's nol much competition

frcm piher buyers, S0 you'ne mone By 1
nogatiate a good deal with a vendor who's
mager for some past-Chrigtmas cash. Sagand,
any problems with water laaking in - all 100
comenon with raglops - are mode Fkely 16 be
vifable at this time of year than in The LT
when overything's been aired and dned-oud
Bear in mind that, aithough tha Mk 1 Golf
Cabirba i3 certainly a practicil and enioyable
clasaie, there are lots of very dodgy ciet
around. Let's have a good ook af the F-‘O:ﬁl—t’llhm
petiaiie, bt first, 2 bt of background info,
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MEMORY LANE

Launchad in 1879, the Goll comeartible was
Karmann's replacement for the kang-=running,
best-selkng Bastie Cabrio, and was based on
the four yoar-phd M 1 Golf hotchback
Compared 10 the Boetle, the new Goll was
rmore nigid and safer, mcorporating providusly
vnhégrd-al featires, ike a roll-cver bar, to help
protect the ocoupants from the effects of a
crash, The design bad been influgnced by
farthocoming convertible salaty legislation in the
LiSA. To mike wp for the bass of the
hatchpack’s rood, tough stilfening boams wire
adied in vulngrable sreas ko sils, lower
dashboard urd botweon the rear suspansion
turrais. Thi rall-gver bar afsa added rgidity o
e structurs

To give the modal a more exclusive image,
thene ward jusl GLS or GLi vergions available
on the Brilish marke!, although lower-spec
vananis wisnd available in Eurgpe. All Golf
comnvertbles fealurel an easy-1o-fold haad,
with proper glass rear scraen and healed
rear-window, Tha GLS was powored by a
willing 1,475 carburatior-fed angine that

davelopad TObhp. GLI modeis had the livalier
112bhp tuel-injacted 1,588cc engine out of
tha Galf GTI

O ol the first big ehanges was the fitting
ol o largser 17B16E engine 1o GLI versiong,
liney wilh the revisad Goll GTI saloons, in 1982
An 1.B00ce carb anging was optional from
1984, and both these 1.8 ldre powar wnils
stayed in the Caboo rangs until it was mplaced
by 1 Mk 3 in 1994, Initiadly, all convertiblas
had four-speed manual gearboxes, which wang
roplaced by five-apead “boxes during the first
T yoars of production, An aulo-transmissson
Ofton was availabds, though 'S guils rang

There were lots of trim changes and imited
aditions, aver the vears. The GTI badge
aveniually replaced GLI, and tha GLS becama
tha GL, which Nseil was replaced by 1na
"Clipper' in 1988, whan all modets receivied
bigger bumpess, whidlonch moukdings, sl
exlonsions and a new grille. This revamp gave
the againg cabno a neéw feasae of e, with no
ather mafor changes until it ceased production

Soma of the more popular special aditions
included the all-white yersions, and the
Chunrtel models from (he mid-to-iata aighties,
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which offersd four trim, body and hood colour
chiodces that could be 'mixed-and-matched’
Power hoods became available as an option In
the late-sighties, and were standard on all lajer
models, The ninelies saw the amival of
Sportlire models with BES alloys (black cross-
spokes, slver rim), Hacaro seals and tha
chaica of red or black paintwork, plus & unigque
red trim fabing, The Rivage was efectively a
fop=spec 'mun-cut’ model and offesed a high
level of eguiprmant, |r|-:'i|_|r_1|r||5; unigee trim (with
a leathear option) polished 15-inch Le Castelis
alloys; and heated fronl sea1s. A choics of
Classic Blue Pearl painfwaork, or a rare Pearl
Gireen, made these cars ook avan mors
BXCIEsive

ONE CABRIO OR TWO?

You might lterally gt two cars lor the price of
ang, whan you buy a Mk 1 Golf Cab. It migy be
two cars stitlchad logathed, or It might have the
bits from @ later car fitted, which wera nat
necessarily obiamed lagally, If you buy a
heavily customised or "updated' Goll cabria,
youo'll be more likely to fall foul of one aof the
above two categories of dodgy Gall
conyvertinle

Buy frorn a selier who you trust, first and
foremost, and try to buy in origina condilion,
with & service history that can be traced back
to the year ool If you wanl 1o add fat alleys or
whatevier, fing, but at least try o start out with
a decent original car. The most important thing
ter check i that afl the Viehicle 1deniity
Mumbars are in place, and that thay match the
numbers im the registration document, or V5,
Chechk the chassis plate - it will be located an
the bonnet slam paned - the matal prassing
hiat hauses tha bonnet lock mechankm, &
sharp exit is advisable i the piate is missing!

Alsn sheck-out the stamped VIN number
which i found around the top of the offside
front suspension-leg turrat under the bonnet)
O 2ary axampies, o, on @ cars, i1°s
stamped in the matal at the top -of the panel
which lorms the fronl part of the haater infaka
bawx; just the same as Mk 1 and 2 Golfs. If the
numbers are missing, or there's any sign.of
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Aivage models were only offered in Metallic Blue and Pearl Green finishes

walding, angle=grinding ar any ather form of
tampering in the vicinity of the stamped
numbiers, walk away, Im the boot, there should
alsc be a paper sticker on the crossbrace
which links and siiffens the suspension turmets,
on which should be printed the VIN numbser

Quite a few cabrios have had colour
changes, espacially older cars, which have
been modified. Hrsg.]H colowrs and custom
olffect pearl paints are favourites, The usual
giveaway is a different colour paint under the
bonned and £ or in the boot to that which s
sprayed on the body, It's always worth a look
under the carpets, 100, lo check the cobour of
the floor. A colour change isn't always bad
ninws, but might make you think twice about
buying if you suspect il might be hiding
someathing dodgy. Updated cars fitted with
later parts might also arouse qusHeions.
Although Goll convertibles can look coal with
these upgrades, you could be buying troubls,
20 be very canaful about what you get
involved with,

Havwy trim standard on Rivage and prone to sunlight
damage - leather oplional on top spec versions

spartline Cabrio offers the witimate in wind-in-the-hair matoeing

Although rist lsn't generally a major
protlem, except on the earliest Golf
convertiies, check the siits, front wings -
aspecially whara thay join the front valance -
lower back panel, rear wheslarchas, innar frant
Winggs, fear suspansion furmets (in the boat)
bottoms of doors and bootlid, and 1he chassis
adfacent to the rear axba beam mountings, Also
inspect for evidence of poorty-repaired
accident damage - the strangth of a Cabria
can be severaly affected by a haavy shumt, and
sub-standand rpairs can rasull i the car
being seriously weakened and ensafie

GETTING CONVERTED

As gver, the most desirable Golf convertibles
arg-those with a fow mieage and & full sarvice
nistory, backed-up with loads of bills; and
awmed praviously by one or two level-headed
muddle-aged awrsers, Theyre gatting rare, but
they'rer siill about. Mechanical bits are simple
and generally reliable, although rediability wall
obviously be affectad by how wall the car's

Sportfine trim features deeper sports seats as
standird. Steeving wheal and mats added by owmer
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besn mainianed and driven in the past,

Engines are pretty bullet-prood. and wil
happily do 200,000 mades. Loak for signs of
SMGRE on $10r-up, a sagn ol wiarn valve-stem
oll seats, whilst continual smoks usually
indicates bare wear, Comeribles Btted with
carburedlor engines can be troublesome, so
miake supe the car stars propardy from cold and
muns evenly during the wamm-up period, Fuel-
imjected models can suffer from varioas
camponant problems, ncluding cold-start
devices, and need to be checkad in the same
wany, from cold

Take the car for a kang roaditest, and kesp an
aye on the temperature gauge, 1o make sure the

cars nol overieating, Also check that the ol-
pressure warming light waorks, and that it goes
cat prodnply, and Stays oul, Ot e ENGINS =
warm, espacially an tickover, If the odl pressure
i5 poor, a warning buzzes will sometimes sounc,
when the motor is tficking over,

While on roadiest, check the gearchange
froorn firat (o second gear, as this will crunch, if
synchromesh s worn = a commean fault
Evaryiting shotld feal tight, and tha car should
drive and pull up in & straight line wilhout any
major Dattlas with tha stasoing wheel, Brakaz
are typical of the Mk 1 Golf - fesblel But those
on cars mada atter the mid-B0's always seem
10 work Batter,

o - % [
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Earty Mk 1 Cabrios had identical body trim fo regular tin-top Golf

Headlamp washers are an unusuz| extra 1o this 1983 Cabeio

Maost tate model Cabrios feature the classic fuel-injected “DX' engine, but be very wary of the less powerful catalyst-equipped “JH' unit fitted 1o the very last of the breed

Like the bk 1 Golf, the fusl filler-neck is a
real weakness, and rots near the 1op end of
the pipe. You can make a quick inspeciion of
its" condrtian by resmoving Ehe Tud fiker-cap
and Iooking in at the pips - visible rust means
It neads replacing, and tha lank probakbly
naeda draining and cleaning. This is advizabls,
fo get rd aof any rusl ar dirt thal's ;jl:'!ll infa the
tank; and prevent fuel lines and other sensitive
companents from getting bunged wp. Debris
froem the tank can causes all sons of expensive
problems when it gets dragged into the fuel-
ideciion 53-5[|_:m_ or cart, 1! the car muns
hesitanily or unevenly, this could be the causze.

A small number of cabrios Rave power

e
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steerning - it's normally been retro-fitted. Look
for fiuid feaks and listen for excessive hessing
from the pump, aspecially on full Iock -
replfacement parts can be expansive

Electrics are fairly basic, and should give
few probloms. Water can get into fuseboxes
and cause comosion - this can laad 19 faults
with I-gh|5_ starting and other Basic alecincal
lunctbons, although a replacemeant fusebox is
relatively cheap and easy to il The trip
computer shoukd work on fusd-injected cars - it
can be costly to fug If it's not funclioning
Check windows, central Il;b-c“:kll'll.]. nealad seats,
etc., wherne fitted.

ROBBIN' HOOD

Replacemeant hoods are expensive, and
cafinitety not & Y job, except for someone
with good trimming skilks and a lot of patience
Hance the flourshing rmarket in sialan heods, &
few years back, This ks one area of the Goll
comvertible that really does meed to be in
pxoellent shape, Cracks and rips in the oular
cowvering are comman, espacially along the
sidns 'Ih'"‘l'-'ll ng drlvier and IJ:l"'i‘.:iE"Ig":—.l
wingows, the firet point at which the hood
folds when it's baing put dewn. Whatever a
seller telks you, even tiny cracks or rips in the
hood rmean it's on the way cut, and, if it 1sn't
already leaking, it waon'l be long before the
damed thing does.

Get inside the car and fesl the carpats to
s if they're damp - 8 sure sign that the hood
iz leaking somewhsare. Look at the haadining -
H i's torn, Daar in mnd that repaecing it entails
stripping the enfire hood, which is expensivel
Make sure that there's a hood bag, (should Be
1 same colour &5 the hood) which fits over
the folded hood and makas it ook a whole ol
neater. This should be stored in the boot -
make surd il izn't lying forgotten in the saller's
garage, somewhers, as replacemants cost a
cougle of hundrad pounds

Manual hoods are actually guicker fo raisa
and lower than power hoods, bul don't have
guita the same pose value. Both need a
thorough inspection. as they can bea hellishiy
expensive 0 fix, and a professionally-fitted
new oulsr covering will cost £500-E£1000,
Whian lowering the rool, check the locking
handles, which often break, and make sure
wau also puf tha hood back up, 1o chack
owierything nes wp and locks Dack inio place
properly - if the frame's distorted, it won't.

Power hoods anly work when the igmalicn
key's turned 1o the 'accessony’ position, and
after the locking calehes have been releasod!
the hood B reluctant 1o lower or re-emact, it
might Indicate a hydraulic pressura problam =
Ik foe Muid leaks under the boat canpet ar
under the rear seats. Thare's also a turm-key,
lpcated in the oot and accessed through a
ciroular haola in fhe nearsida trim panal, that
can wark lase and prevent the bood working
[this is actually an emergency device that
allows the hood to be manually eracted in the
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Sportline featured 15-inch BBS cross-spokes

event of the main pump failing), If that doesn't
work, then o new hydraglic pumnp s probabdy
needed, These ame available secondhand bl
can ba coslly and dificult 1o soure

CABRIO COSTINGS

It's stifl possible to buy an griginal, unmolested
cabrio for around £1,000, although it'l
probably be one of the sarliest axamples, with
over 100,000 on the cleck, Infact, daft as i
may seam, sellers oftan ask a lot kess far
Drigmu.‘. axamples of the dlder cars than peopla
who've spent time and money on modifying
and upgrading thair comvartiblos

Last vear, | pwned a very clean 1988F
Clipper, which had only had three private
owriers frome nesr - it cost 01,500 from a dealer
who'd taken it in part-ex. The most expensive
Wik 1 Cabrio you'sa lIkety 1o lind will be an L-
plate 19493 Rivags with 50-70,000 mites, in
excallent condition, for £4-5,000. In batwean,
thiara’s @ vast range of limited-editions and
specs, with the later factory-bodykitted facelift
modals inevitably mons desirabie and

15-inch Le Casteflet Rivage alloys ane now very rine
fxpansive

1969-80 GT| models are mostly n the
E1,800-2,500 bracket, depending on condition,
althaiegh kate H, J or K-plated Clippers can be
Just as cheap, and almost as much fun to
dirive, Limited-edition Sporlines can still tetch
£3-3 500, if they're low-milaage, bul I'vé Seen
them as cheap as £1,750 recently, it's all a
guestion of what yvou wani, how much you
hawe available (o spend and how 1ar you re
prepared o iravel 1o find a good car at the
right price, Ring up and ask lots of guestions
about history, provicus damagea, Numbes of
owners, length of WMoT, ete, to save yoursalf
any wasted journeys, thouwgh,

VERDICT

Thae MK 1 Golf Cabit 5 8 cRassic way 10 have some
greaf summer fim on a small budgel. And there's room
for S peple, bool 1t's nod as rigid and refined as
nevier comartibias, but it's panerally reliable, simpls,
cheap ta nm and DiY-friendy. With cool ieaks and kv
pricas, what better vway coulkd there be fora Golf mut b
enjoy cpen-topped saummer moloring.
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