Mkl GOLF CONVERTIBLE

Brilliant White

Pure 'n’ simple is the theme for this brilliant white Mk1
convertible, and it’s successfully brought it kicking and
screaming into the NoughtieS.  woras: Joe ciittora Potos: Gary Hawkins
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Mkl GOLF CONVERTIBLE
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hite Mk1
convertibles -
thay're a bit
Eighties, aren't
they? Well, banish thosa
visions of cruising down
Chalzea High Road with the
haod down and Spandau
Ballet on the stereo, because
we're making a return visit on
Kalpesh Patel's bodyshop-

fresh Golf. He's brought the
rag-top kicking and
screaming into the Noughties.
Kalpesh's late model Mkl was
featured back in PV 102, Ak
the time it was a prime example
of baddboy styling and |ow rider
stance. But looking back,
Kalpesh realized the parts he'd
added lnoked exactly that, ke
add-ons. He wanted to simplify

and modernise the '91 Golf's
appearance, and the end resull 15
a car which we feel brings a
number of important innovations
1o the Vi scene,

One ook at the Dub Details
panel wall show you just how
compicated simplicity can be
Tony Payne's bodyshop in lver,
near Heathrow, should be gven
most of the praise for the Golf's

transformation. It was booked in
m early 2002 with the aim of
naving ail bodywork complete for
debat at GT1 International, But
{isn't there always a ‘but’?) after
removing the wings, Tony
discoverad the chassis was sti
twisted after a major shient
warlier an In its life, This called
for a complete front and ebusid
hefore the more inferesting
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medifications could begin.

S0 let's make 2 skart on these,
shall we? Rallye front ends an
Mk1s aren't part |
succassiul when fitted as a diracl
replacament, The gently taperad
headhghts next to the more
vertecal wings form ugly gaps
which can only be defeted by
gxtending the wings' leadng
edees. To make thes fabricabon

mare difficult for Tomy it also had
to flow smoothly into the badboy
bonnet. A Ftbe extreme for our
tastes, the badboy extension s
newvertheless well execut
bemg e qnned and blended
spamlessly o the ¢
metal, Fusrther rontal s
can be seen further up 1
bonnet, where the wents-and
washer jets have been removed

Likewize, the scuttle panel has
also been smoothed over as the
ill'ng!{- Wil COIWErsaon r,-n!-.-
requires one hole

Because the Golf is roughly

and even average-height people
towwer Quwer (f, b can be easy to
averbook the hard graft carried
out on the frant | ar, Where
are e ndicators, the number

mim loowver on 45 FR colovers

plate, the al vents? Gone, wel,
almost. The indicators have been
retncated 1o the inner Emps of
the headBghts, whike the number
plate 5 generally kept on the
dashboard (not sure on the
legatties of that), As for the
lower vents, seeing 25 plenty of
air gets to the radiator throug!
the main grille, there’s kttle poett
in having them there, Tony was
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Mkl GOLF CONVERTIBLE

concerned for the bumper's
rigedity as many of the uprights
had to be removed but these fears
were unfounded. Bringing the
front within a gnat's whisker of the
road is a Mk3 YRG chin spoiler,

Moving to the side elevaton,
the: front wings have had their sule
rapeaters and zenal hole filled,
The rnibbing stnps have besn
removed from inside the harizontal
swage ling, though the indent
remains to wisually lengthen the
car, Aftermarket Porsche-style
handles used to be in place on
the doors, and these have baian
swapped for flush-fitting Audi A4
items. The enly ather protrusion
from the sides — the door mimors
—have been deleted i favour
DTM-style mirrors on Mk3 Golf
base plates which mount within
the quarter light, Moved forward
like this means the view behind is
partially obscured by the window
runrer but certaan compromises
have to be accommodated in the
quest for unbroken lnes,

Our favourite part of the antire
car has to be the innovathe rear
end, flushed but still with a
marrgwed number piate recess.
This was achievied by leaving the
plate in s ariginal position and
then extending the metal above,
below and either side of it. The
end resulf ks a chunky, minimakst
and modern al-meta! ook, We
bowe 1, 5o that nothing else
disrupts the karma, clear rear
Eghts continue the moncchrome
theme, the book leck has been
deieted inow unlocked by solenoid}
and the panel joints have been
filled. Superfluous lighting, such
as the fopleht, has been
refocated within the rear clusters

‘While many modifiers are
opting for ‘biggerthe-better Jap-
style exhausts, Kalpesh has
chosen to tuck his Supersprint
Magnum rear bax behind (e rear
burmper, Although the tailpipe is
painted towards the ground,
away fram the bodywork, 2 metal
heat shield was still required to
ston heat bubbling the paint. The
chever wse of a Clipper front chin
spoller below the rear bumper
has meant no exhaust cotout
interrupts the lines.

Hatpesh was relatvely happy
with his wheel/suspensian
combiation, until he came
seross an ad in PYWs Classifieds
section for a set of 16° BBS RS
alloys with 3 5x1 30mm Porsche
PCD. The owmer had used a
comtdned 20mm adaptor/spacer
ta fit them to his Corrado but ihe
8.5 (frant) and 97 {rear] widths
stopped him winding the nde
height as bow as he wanled
A Hphitwlb illuminated gbove
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hiz wife ‘Dee Vuitton' s in love with Erio, her 8kd

 His and hers - while Kalpesh is happy wilh the rag,
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Mk1 GOLF CONVERTIBLE

\ DUB DETAILS

air intake
front bumper, Rallye
. Imdicators

aerial hole '!Ird and
the

| base plates, M
custom de-lo

Kalpesh's head. Ha'd already had
per-equipped arches

vt 157 BBS RS alloys, so
why shouldn't he offer the
rarrgwer 155 m exchange for the
puy's 1657 it was the ideal
solution for both Dubsters: The
Porsche alloys' higher offset
means the inner section and rem
of the front wheels sit almaost
flush with each ather, while the
widher rear wheels show a ‘-llght
dich. Dunlop SP2000 tyres o

195 /40 (front) and 21 5_-"35 Ifr-:a!]

profiles ook virtually identical in
depth when viewad fram the sigde,
g0 there's no nose-0own stance,
The mtence's specification
hasn't changed since the last
time we featured the car, Hs
wory leatter scheme jarrs & httle
with the brilhant winte exlenor so
it's next on Kalpesh's list to
change. After seeing PYWs
Project Rallye, he fancies a
stnpped-aut race-4o0k, with
buckel seats and a chrome rall
cage ideal for showing off when
the power roof is down, He's also

thirking about @ VRE conversion;
it may be heavy compared to the
cuttingedge 1.8T but the sicpot
burbde can’t he beaten cruising
dowan the high streetl.

The only probiem may come
from 2 sowrce close to home
Hawving seen the care and attenbion
lavished on the Golf, Kalpesh's
wife, Dee, has demanded that
eqial money be spent on her-and
the car. Soif you're the owner of
a n.ag shop in the Harrow area,
we advise you to double your
Louis Yuitton stoch &
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