Completely wild, car owner Bill Mathes teamed up with the

eraw ot Tubular Concepts to create an off-road huggy that fea-

tures & unique blend of early and late model YW technology.

Motivation comes from a German Auto-built 1915cc engine

that rasidas in what was once the trunk. Note how nicely the

uptighe engime fi1s, aimost looks factory. The top panel over
tha engine bay is essily removed for maintenance. .
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ABOVE, the dash is stock Rabbit except
for a few slight modifications here and
there, Mote the Bug shifter and CB radio
mounted to the tunnel, RIGHT, its a
whole new world under the front hood|
16-gallon fuel cell and ice chest fit neatly
where the old powerplant once resided.
Check out the PIAA driving lights behind
the stock, late model Cabriolet front grille.

make o greal base for an open-top desert
cruiser. After lots of design tme, and care-
ful measuring, Bill came 10 the conclusion
that the dead Rabbit could, indeed, become
his dream Baja bunny!

Bill's innovative approech w “have the
best of both worlds" required 1172 years of
hard work to complete. Much of that work
took place st Tubulay Concepts. in Buena
Park, Califormia: After the original power-
train, suspension, and much of the lower
shect metal had been removed, Dan
Mathews and crew created a sub-chassis
(from 1-1/2 x 095-inch and | x 065-inch
wall whing) on which new  suspension,
powertruin, and roll cage were mounted

The front swspension femures @
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LEFT, linkpin
heavy-duty front
beam features
stock arms, Combo
spindles, and Fox
shocks far 7-1/2
inches of travel.
RIGHT, custom skid
plate protects the
engine and Bus
IRS trans, Rear 3x3
arms work with
430 CVs, SAW
axles, and twin T

KYB shocks. iy i
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Weekend Wamior-type front beam, VW link
pin trailing amms, Wnght combo spindles,
and @ single Fox shock for a total of 7-1/2
inches of wheel truvel. The rear is built
around a custom [RS torsion housing, and
consists of 28mm Sway-A-Way torsion bars
and spring plates, boxed 3x3 rear trailing
arms, and dual KYB shocks. When used
with 930 CV joints, custom SAW axles,
modified VW stub axles, and Tyvpe 2 gear-
hox, the rear wheel travel is 8172 inches.
As noked, Baja Bunny runs a Type 2
transaxle, The 73 bus box was fully beefed-
up by 1&G Transmissions to handle the rig-
ors of off-road abuse, as well as the
increased power output of the German
Auto-built [915cc Type 1 powerplant,

Tricks include modified heads, custom
grind cam, one-off air cleaner, and a modi-
fied Monza exhaust.

The Bunny's intenor was rimmed with
custom gray carpeting, four Beard Super
Seats buckets, Deist S-point hamesses, and
stock white headliner. B&M Auio Body, of
San Clemente, CA, straightened the body aff
door dings, and sprayed the tough coats of
white Imron paint. Bill finished his Rabbit
with Mickey Thompson tires wrapped
arcund polished SACO aluminum rims, and
a pair of CJ-3 rear wheel flares,

After secing this awesome creation soak
up the MNevada desert al warp speeds, we can
understand how the Baja Bunny can make
the Encrgizer bunny 5o pink-with emvy’. »
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