By Dean Balchelor

Ve KSWAGEN

NEW = RABBIT CONVERTIBLE * PICKUP « VANAGON
HELD OVER— RABBIT = DASHER = SCIROCCO
DISCONTINUED— VW BUS = BEETLE CONVERTIBLE

changes are soma of the most im:
pariant in the company’s histony.
Briefly. there are three new models:
Rabbit convertible, Yanagon and
Vaikswagen pickup (Eabbit based,
bul mot called a Rebbit pickup for
same reasony  two  discontinued
madels: VW bus and Beetle conyvert-
ible; and the others are continued. as
bBefore: Rabbil, Rabbil diessl, Scirsc-
co, Dasher and Dasher diesel. The
Jetta §5- acheduled for speing, 1980
intraductbon.
The Vanagon asnd Habbil convernt-
ible are obvious replacements for the

l:'s 1980 &t "ﬁ"ﬂlk:.w.ﬂ.ﬁzn and the

Vi bus and Beatle convertible, but
the:big news, 1o us, s the pickup,

The pickup was designed, and will
ke built, in the LS, and there are no
plans-at presspt bo export i or Lo
beld 1 elzewhers, but VW olficlals
admilied managament al  olher
Volkswagen manufaciuring centers
are- considering. fulure productkon:
The variows Valkswagen planis=—>0¢r-
many, Brazil, Mexico and the
{.5.—arc operated’ as separsle en:
ties and resident management Can
decide what they will belld and what
they won't budld.

Wi ol America hos built, in its

plant at Westmoredand, Fennsybvanla,
171,000 Rabbits zince 1978, (.5, pro-
duction accounts for 14 percent of
worldwide Volkiwagen sales and Jim
Moclernon, president of VW ol
America, estimates VW's (L5, sales
will b about 325000 cars in 1980
Vaolkswadgen's goal is five percent o
the .5, meket by 1984, which

wiould necessitate the sale of between
500,000 and 600000 cars based an a
total .5, sutomobile sales of be
toesem 100000000 and
cars annuslly,
Production at ihe Westmoreland
plant should be about 225,000 Rab.
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