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Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

You'll need to get that pesky door handle
off. First, open your door so that you have
all of the hardware exposed. You probably

have a silver metal or black plastic trim
piece on the outside of the door. You'll
need to take a thin flat head and gently
pry at the rear of the trim piece while

pushing slightly towards the front of the
car.

There is a little tab at the front of the trim
and a spring tab at the back. Once you

free the rear tab, you'll be able to slip the
front tab out.

Now, take a look at the inside edge of
the door behind the handle. There will
be a Phillips head screw there. It looks
like this:

You can unscrew that, and place it off
to the side.

You might have noticed that there is
another Phillips screw underneath the
trim panel on the outside of the door
handle towards the front of the car.

You can remove this screw now as
well. There might be a washer behind
that screw, so be careful removing.

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Now, believe it or not, that's pretty
much all that is holding this door

handle onto the car. However, there's
a little tab at the front of the handle

you need to clear before you can
remove the handle. Slide the handle

towards the front of the car, and
slowly pull it away from the car.

Watch the rear, as the "push down"
and "lock" levers can chip the paint if

you aren't careful. Pull slowly and
angle the handle down towards the

ground to clear the mechanism.

There are two gaskets that fit between
the handle and the door, one at the
front and one at the rear. The rear is
the bigger one. Take these off the
handle and save them. They will

probably fit better than any
replacement gaskets.

You'll notice that there are two levers
inside of the door where the door
handle just was. The one closer to you
opens the door. The one further in
locks and unlocks the door. Go ahead
and play with them for awhile. Bask in
the mechanical simplicity of the 80s!

Ok, back to work, you slacker!
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Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
So, you've got this door handle in
your hand. Go ahead and pull the

lever. Watch how it actuates the lever
and pushes it downward. If you have
a key that works, take a look at how
that moves the locking mechanism in

the back of the handle.

It is always a good idea to get a nice
feel for a working mechanism before

you go ahead and take it apart.
Otherwise, you might not have as
much luck getting it to work again.

Now, behind the lock cylinder, you're
going to see the lever with two paddles.
This is the lever that locks and unlocks

your door.
In its resting state, one paddle points

towards the rear of the car, level with the
ground. The other paddle points at about
a 45° angle down and towards the rear.

You are now going to remove that
paddle.

Place the handle with the mechanism
face up and use a Phillips head

screwdriver to remove the screw
holding the paddles onto the rear of

the lock cylinder.

Step 4 Step 5 Step 6

Do pay attention to the fact that there is
a loaded spring behind the paddles. It

might jump out at you when you remove
the screw, so don't let it get away from

you. You're going to need it.

Here you can see the spring behind the
paddles. This is not where the spring

should be positioned when reinstalling.
Take the spring off and set it somewhere

safe.

Now, see that little box cut that
surrounds the hole where the Philips

screw came out of? That is the end of
the lock cylinder that we will now

remove. Put the handle on its side and
push that box towards you to slide the

cylinder out of the handle.

Here she comes!

Step 7
Now, you can carefully admire the beauty and complexity of the lock cylinder mechanism.

It's really not that hard to figure out how it works.

Neat, huh?

Now, if you look closely, you'll notice a couple of things. First of all, there is a square
notched at the top of the rear of the cylinder. This lets you know that the cylinder is face
up. It will only fit into the handle that way. If you put it in upside down, it will not fit in

flush with the outside face of the handle.

Also, you may (or may not) see a round black seal towards the outside of the cylinder.
This seals the internals from getting filthy with outside dirt and crap. This is a new

cylinder, so it is still there, but chances are your older one is either broken, severely worn,
or totally gone.


