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This how-to is for 1990-1993 Cabriolets with automatic transmissions. Bypassing the interlock should be performed only
if installing a hot-start relay, a new starter and a new ignition switch has not corrected your intermittent starting
problems. The starter interlock is also known as the starter inhibitor switch relay (it has the number 92 stamped on it).

Warning: The starter interlock is a safety device required by USA federal mandate from 1990 onward. If you have small
children and/or intend to sell the car someday, do not bypass the interlock as the car can now be started in any gear;
instead, replace the relay with a new one (part #191 927 181).

This how-to was originally posted on www.ToplessRabbit.com by “briano1234”.

Tools needed:
 Wire cutter
 Your choice of wire splicing materials

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

From the ignition switch, find the
red/black wire coming out of the back

of the switch harness (it is a big
wire) and cut it. DO NOT CUT THE

RED ONE!

Locate the interlock relay (it’s stamped
with 92) and cut the big honking

red/black wire going to it. (This relay
is most likely on the back side of the

kneebar, driver's side.)

Unwind the red/black wire on the
interlock relay (it is the only large

red/black wire on it) from the loom,
route it over the steering column, and
splice it in to the red/black wire that
goes back to the starter switch. This
is only energized at the start switch

position, and will allow the key to then
engage the hot-start relay and start

your car. Cap, or tape off with
electrical tape and insulate both of the

other sides that remain.

How the Interlock Relay Works

From the starter switch, ½ of the relay is powering the ECU. That part of the ECU solenoid energizes the other half of the
starter relay that when you throw the key switch to the start, it energizes and engages the starter, so if that half of the
relay goes bad you can't start your car, but if you jump the starter it will start. It doesn't matter if you have the hot-start fix
as on the '90-'93 Cabriolet it uses the relay.

* * Remember, you are responsible for working on your car; Cabby-Info.com, “briano1234”, ToplessRabbit.com, VAG,
VWoA, or anyone else are not responsible if anything goes wrong while you are working on, in and under your car!

Use this information at your own risk!* *


