MK1 GTI CABRIOLET




ND | THOUGHT | had the

ezt job in the world. That

was until | met a chap
led Rod Edwards.

Rod is a photographer, like me,
and passionate about Vivs, like
e, He s @ gorgeous GTI
Cabrioled that & S0 nice, | whninmy

ke a horse whenaver | sea
driving diown the streat. Which |s
miosl umilie me

The Goll has baon in Hod's
hands for three years, and n that
time ha's looked after it-like only &
photographear can. It is maticulows
inits praparation and looks
supert in ks onginal glessy black
paintwork. Rod koves the carn, and
frealy admits to spending lar 1oo
rmch e messing aboat with i

"It's mmc—lhing aboil tha
shapi, | think,” he reasons. “Tha
k1 Enas are very pune, and I've
ahwanys loved open top cars, 50
when | had éfough moneay

ooether 1o Invast in a car | knaw
axactly what | wanied: a Mk1 Goll
GT1 Cabriolat

Rad was painstaking in his
research, and set out to i 2 GTI
Cabralst, with Scala whesls and
alaciric hood. "I wasn't mtesested
Iry the cheaper Clippers or
alternatives, it had 1o be ks oo™

Expecting a long and drawm ot
saarch for the car ol his dreams,
Fod was nubbing his eyas in
dishaliad whan the st one he sBW
turned out 10 be the one he
eventualhy bought

"They ahways say naver buy the
first car you see," ha ughs, Bt
In this case | just knew | wasn’t
going to find anything better, |
travedied a long way o sea if, and
whan | gat thane 1he car was
parfect in every delad except fora
slighily leaking hodd and water
stains on the seals, A littes slbow
gressa would soon clean the
seats wup and the hood has bean
treated wilh special walarprood
coating (o keep the rain off, | nead
to get the seals replaced at some
point i the rear future bot apan
frerm it 10 WoTalky m’ig nial and
totally standand.”

Rol’s Galf k= the much sought
after Golf (3T1 Cabriclet, and
comes with an electncalky-
powared hood, 15in cobbur-coded
Scala alloys and a white intenor.
It's haen looked affes, asa
stamped-up senvica histary
shoves, andd Hod has kept evary
singhs receipl.

I'm a il of & perectionist,” ha
admits, "and as a pholographss
it's @ bit of an image thing to have

& nicd car, 50 | ke fo keep i
ool o

The car 15 used for local
miapae only. Ammrhirg involang

i

Imterior wearing woll after 12 years of use. No sign of fraying seats, though, and squeaks and ratties are few and far befween

® -

Two badges that £ay it all, Karmann have been lifting the Lid on YWz since the earliest Beetles, while the Golf G s a legend!

The balow-average mileage of Rod's Golf is lestimany o the years of care lavished on it by previgus owners, Just rnn inl
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long distances i5 cimed out Ina
miuech-loved Typa 25 camper,
already on its second diesal
enging, "Theme's somathing about
Volkgwagens that | love,” Rod
smiles, “and from my own
personal expariance thiny ars not
cheap to run, but &ne vany
rewanding to drive

“The Golf Cabriclat s not the
most practical of cars lor g
phatographer as tha boot isnot a
full-gized affasr ke the standand
hatchback GTIL Wall, that hood
haa to go sominwhisng

“But as 8 summer car it s
fantastic, attough in town the lsck
al power stearing makeas it a littlke
more labour-infensive; Just as wall
| weork out realiyl”

THE GOLF GTI Cabniolet
cantinued a long tradition of open
togy Wis. The name Kanmann i5
famiiar to Volkswagen ownens the
widld over, as the company has
been Kting the lid on all manner of
W5 sance the Bestle. It & perhaps
the God, thaugh, Tor which the
watercooled generation bast-

TECHNMCAL SPECIFCATIONS
W Goll G MK Cabriolet

Envghnee: Four-oyiruder infine, ranaverssly
st in froee: Bosed: K- Jetionic Y inpdton
Borefstroke: fmm ¢ 36 4mm
Deput: 11300 & S00qm
Compression rmtiec B0 1

Mamimum toegue: 1 05 6t 350om
Trarsamissbone Foe epeod sports box
Bmkes Diagonaly slt dol cicu, venliated
s i ok
Tyrosiwhesk 17570 HRES on &5 12 alioy
WhsaBacy: 2 400mm

Lengtte 351 e

Wit PGZ8 M

Height: S5

Uideadian warlgiat: B

Top spod: 114mgh
Accelersion: 000 b B3 seos

Fusl consumplion: Urben oo 265,
consant Stmph 47 Sepr oorsienl TSmon
]
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The detailing on Rod's car is exceflent, No customised tomisolery round here!

remember Karmann's influence.

“| think the company did & great
job wasth tha MAk1," Rod reckons.
“It's a perfect styling pob. It still
looks fike a MkT GT1 but with the
opan top reof it's a kot trandied”

The Cabrialet’s rear end stays
faithful t0 designer Guigiam's
onginal conoept, The madn
changes are to the smadl Wok-lamp
chusters and top hingsd boot,
which s sguered off 1o keep tha
car's propartions st right. *l can't

think of another open-100 SHomy
car that looks batter,” Rod smiles
Eary Cabsiolats had manually-
operated soft-lops, made in much
I S wWay 86 5 predecessons,
Construstad from a closehy-woven
mohair excteriorn, with cloth
headlining and ‘sandwich filling,
this hoods are more yulnisrabla 1o
a knifa than to the ravages of a
British climate, They'me worth

lockirg after, &5 replacements
frarn the faciony am as axpansive

-

this car's distinguishing features. Bath items in meceptional condition with little or no wear

as the car's sasondhand value!

Thi folding soft-top is secured
to the top of the windscreen frame
with woo steel claws thak grip ]
roof onto the framda, 0 inee
Volkswagen tashicn, the fit s like
a glove, and the clamgs ang well-
enginesnsd and totally secura.

“'ve had the car alarméd and
immobilized wp to the hilt witha
Scorpion system,” Fod tells me,
"because although | live ina
secure anea, whan 'vis Gl Camera
aquipment on board | don't take
any chances.

*Actually the bool = more
secure for valuables than The
traditional hatchback GT1 as s
totaily enclosad, with nd pance!
shedl to briak-open.”

On the open noad. s car s a
dadightiul drive, and the windmn-
the hair adds 1o the sensation of
spead. Althowah heavier than thae
tin top GTI, thanks to impaowved
sirenathening under the Boorpan
the car has ksl none of #s GTI
characiedstics and handiing, sl
coching i e wiesd wihen
cormering hand, Rod boves 1t

“Tha lack of power steering i=n't
fctually g problem at Speid, a8
the sleefing & perfectly wesghted
and very pogitive. | think it's @
beiliant car and it's worth avery
penmy, i1 was 1o sl it g ged
back what | paid for it, 50 it's hald
aento its value amazinghy wall
hardly loging money at all. It's
worth about B4000,

“Bit that doesn’t meaan that it's
up for sale,” Aod conchudes, "Far
from it I°m keeping this car
bacausa | sea it &5 an imestment.
It's speecial, and | intend o hang
onto it. Keeping a classic car Bxe
mine a% standerd is tha DESL way
to keep its valed ui in the long
(erm, And afhough ming |18
standand, it's a fun car, and never
wipes the smile off my [mki!”
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